ACC contractors sign pact 

AMMAN (Td u, J.T.) — Rcpt r a nriafi vea of the cootrae ting sector In toe 
W-cwntty Arab Cooperation Coo ntf (ACC) signed an agrama* fa 
Abhom^ M onday, paring tbe ground far dottr cooperation among 
S"™™* Hons and org ufaaiin o s fa Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and North 
drtfay. According to a statement toned here 
Mtowfag toe days of meetings, the coutiat Haa arid that the projected 


cwyac ttoa sector and fa operations, wfafcfa wwM Mp free the Arab 
Mta^from de pr a dfnre on faedga contractors. The statem ent a dd that 
Uk participants speed on the oration of a spedsi tnril within the ACC’s 
geociai ^secretariat to Moh np matters pertaining to c o nst ruction rad 
cootracoiig businesses. Accor d in g to the e t at^— the participants 
^commended that spedal laws aid regdatfans be fa the four 

PHui trtes to foriHtate the flow of capM and nadtory ngd by co ul i ' n, ' < ^ tt g 
fj™ 5 fa the ACC countries, rad emphasised the need for aD contracting 
O B itnej M cs teenqiiuy Aiaheaperts rng iiMn n and worioeralHtheexeartSon of 
projects. 
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Gorbachev, Castro begin talks 

HAVANA (AD — Presidents Mftb&a Gorbachev and Fidel Castro 
Monday began daylong talks reported to dad with deferences between tbe 
two Comnmnw t countries, amid Soviet as auau u s the KremKn is not 
seeking Nfad loyalty hva its most enduring orerseas afly. Tbe gorennsoit 
news med fa spoke in glowing terms of the first visit by the Soviet 
Co amnmfa t Party leader to a lata American nation. ‘ 'Enthusiastic and 
massive reception far Goriachev,” headlined Cuba's Communist Party 
daily, Granina, aflndmg to tte hmdreds of thousands who lined the *treets 
for a gfanpse of the Soviet president. After laying a wreath it a momnnent 
to Cnban independence hero Jose Marti, Gor b achev and his Cuban 
counterpart set aside more than six boors for talks on the Soviet leader’s 
first fan day -in Caba. Castro, wearing the green fatigue aniform that has 
beta hfs trademark for three decades, waited onto the rafa-floafeed tarmac 
after Gorfaacnev*s IfynsHn 62 jetfiner landed Sunday rad threw his arms 
around the Soviet leader* It was the third meeting of toe Communist 
c hieft a in s but Gorbadbev's-firat visit to Cuba, tbe Uand-natfan that for 
nearly 30 years has stood as a 'symbol of Soviet hdhience 140 fcflometres off 
the UJ5. coast. ^ 
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Al Hussein 

congratulates 

Arafat 

AMMAN (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hnssein Monday 
congratulated Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat on his diction 
as president of the Palestinian 
state. 

State-ran Radio Jordan said the 
King sent Arafat “the sheerest 
greetings and wishes on the occa- 
sion of yonr election as president 
of the state of Palestine.” 

The King praised Arafat’s 
“wise and patriotic Palestinian 
leadership” and expressed “our 
endless support of the PLO, 
praying to God that Palestine 
independence and freedom wffl 
crown the brave and contained 
struggle of the Palestinian 

people.” 

On Sunday, tbe 70-member 
PLO Central Committee voted 
unanimo usly to m»fc. Arafat the 
first president of the Palestinian 
state declared last year by the 
Palestine National Conned. 

Scores of countries have recog- 
nised the state, although the lands 
are all under Israeli military 
occupation. 

Iraq and Tmkey also congratu- 
lated Arafat Monday on becoming 
president. 

“1 use this occasion to express 
our firm support for the PLO, 
beseeching God to crown the 
Palestinian people’s heroic strug- 
gle with the independence ami 
freedom of Palestine,” the mes- 
sage said. 

The official Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) quoted President Saddam 
Hnssein as telfing Arafat “yonr 
election reflects yonr people’s and 
its legitimate bodies’ appreciation 
for yonr long s t raggle for the 
Palestinian cause.” 

Turkish President Kenan Evren 
told Arafat: “Yonr appointment 
to this important position at tbe 
present critical time will contri- 
bute to the success of the Palesti- 
nian cause...” 

Dime Minister Tnrgnt Oral in 
his congratulatory message reiter- 
ated Turkey’s “staunch support 
for the j05t cause of Palestine.” 
Tbe Popular and Democratic 
Fronts for the liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP and DFLP), both 
based in Damascus but within the 
PLO, voted in Tonis for Arafat. 

In Qatar, the dafiy Al Raya said 
Arafat’s elevation to the presiden- 
cy showed “that Palestinian peo- 
ple are determined to execute his 
initiative to set np his own state.” 
Palestinians fa the occupied ter- 
ritories Sunday hailed Arafat’s 
appointment. 

“This is an important part of 
the process started by the declara- 
tion of a state by the Palestine 
National Cotutri) and its recogni- 
tion by many nations,” said Ibra- 
him Dakkak, bead of tbe Arab 
Thought Forum policy think-tank 
in East Jerusalem. 

U.K. aides 
praise 

establishment 
of ACC 

LONDON (Petra) — Chief of 
Staff General Fathi Abu T&ieb 
Monday held talks here with Brit- 
ish Minister of State for Defence 
Purchases Lord Trefgaran, Chief 
of the Joint Staff Sir David Craig, 
and a number of senior British 
military commanders. 

According to Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the British offi- 
cials praised the establishment of 
the Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) as “an outstanding event 
in the Middle East region." 

They also lauded the disting- 
uished and important role His 
Majesty King Hussein is playing 
on the Arab and international 
levels, as well as his major role in 
the establishment of the ACC. 

The British officials also spoke 
highly of tbe high standard the 

Jordanian Armed Forces attained 
and expressed their country’s 
continuous support for these 
forces On all levels. 

General Abu Taleb conveyed 
Jordan's appreciation for the con- 
tinuous British support and 
affirmed the need to develop 
bilateral relations in the interest 
of the two countries. 

The meeting was attended on 
the Jordanian side by the delega- 
tion accompanying Abu Takb, 
Jordanian Ambassador in Lon- 
don Dr. Albert Bntrcs and the 
Jordanian tuQharv attache. 

Aba Tafeb fe scheduled to visit 
a number of British imtitmybisBr 
fates and *k test Tuesday. 


King returns after talks with 
Iraqi leader on Arab issues 



His Mqjesty King Hnssein is welcomed at Baghdad Airport Monday 
by Iraqi President Saddam Hnssein (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein returned to Am- 
man Monday after a short visit to 
Baghdad during which he held 
talks with Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein on the civil war in Leba- 
non, the Palestinian question and 
other Arab issues. 

They also discussed ways of 
consolidating action within the 
framework of the Arab Coopera- 
tion Council (ACC). 

Jordan and Iraq, together with 
Egypt and North Yemen, formed 
the regional economic grouping 
in February. 

A Jordanian official said prime 
ministers of the four ACC coun- 
tries planned to meet in Baghdad 
on April 10 to prepare for a 
meeting of heads or state ex- 
pected to take place in Cairo in 
May. 

- The meetings were attended on 
the Jordanian side by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai, Chief of the 
Royal Court Held Marshal Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker, the King’s poli- 
tical adviser Adnan Abu Odeb, 
the King's private adviser Amer 
Khammash, and the Jordan’s 
ambassador in Baghdad. 


On tbe Iraqi side, the meeting 
was attended by First Deputy 
Prime Minister Tab a Yasin 
Ramadan, Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Foreign Minister Tariq 
Aziz, Sa'donn Hammadi, In- 
formation and Culture Minister 
Latif Nusif Jasem, and the Iraqi 
ambassador in Amman. 

On Monday evening the Iraqi 
president gave a banquet in hon- 


our of the King- 
King Hussein earlier left for 
Baghdad on a brief working visit. 
Upon arrival he was received by 
tbe Iraqi president, Ramadan, 
"Wee President Taha Muhyiddin 
Ma’rouf, Aziz, ministers, a num- 
ber of senior civilian and military 
officials, the Jordanian ambassa- 
dor in Iraq, and tbe Iraqi ambas- 
sador in Jordan. 


Al Hussein to inaugurate 
King Abdullah Mosque 


AMMAN (Petra) — The King 
Abdullah Martyr’s Mosque at 
Abdaii will be formally inaugu- 
rated here Wednesday by His 
Majesty King Hussein, according 
to an official statement by the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs. 

Tbe statement said that tbe 
opening ceremony, which will 
take place after the afternoon 
prayers, will be addressed by 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Abdul Aziz Al Kbayyat 


and the director of the mosque 
project; and that awards and 
medals win be distributed to 
those who participated in tbe 
construction of the mosque. 

The mosque, which was built in 
three stages, accommodates 400 
worshippers and is adjoined by a 
-library, a car park and other 
facilities, as weU as 40 stores and 
a shopping centre. According to 
the local press the mosque cost 
nearly JD 8.5 million. 


Khatib delivers Rif ai’s 
message to Sheikh Saad 


KUWAIT (Petra) — Kuwaiti al secretariat of the Organisation 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al Sab- Countries (OAPEC) where he 
bah Monday received a letter discussed matters related- to the 
from Prime Minister Zaid Rifai 1992 pan-Arab energy confer- 
which was delivered in Kuwait by ence. 

Minister of Energy and Mineral Khatib arrived in Kuwait Sun- 
Resources Hisham AJ Khatib. day evening on a several day 
Khatib also called at the gener- official visit. 


Qasem, Goulding 


discuss Mideast 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan Al Qasem held 
a meeting in his office Monday 
with U.N. Assistant Secretary 
General for Political Affairs Mar- 
rack Goulding with whom he 
reviewed the situation in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Goulding was quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, as 
exp r e ssi ng tbe United Nations 
appreciation for Jordan’s con- 
structive contribution towards 


establishing peace and security in 
the Middle East region. 

Goulding, the agency said, re- 
ferred in particular to Jordan’s 
important step concerning the 
Palestine problem and its positive 
effect on the prospects of peace in 
general. 

He conveyed to Qasem U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar’s appreciation of His 
Majesty King Hussein for Jor- 
dan's contribution to the U.N. 
forces serving in Angola. 


Tunisian ruling party wins all 


seats in general elections 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia’s ruling 
party won all 141 seats in par- 
liamentary elections Sunday, 
dashing opposition hopes that 
under their new liberal president 
they could break tbe monopoly 
on power it has held for more 
than 30 years. 

The two main opposition 
groups, the left-of-centre Move- 
ment of Socialist Democrats 
(MDS) and a loose alliance of 
Muslim militants, disputed the 
result, saying the authorities 
practised the same abuses as 
under former President Habib 
Bourguiba. 

“We have established that 
there were grave irregularities 
but we are still taking -stock," 
Islamic leader Rached Ghan- 
noudii told Reuters shortly after 
the last result came out Monday. 

Tbe Interior Ministry, which 

ran the elections, has denied 
there were serious malpractices 
and said it took immediate action 
to deal with complaints. 

The elections, for a new Cham- 
ber of Deputies (parliament), are 
the first since President Zinc Ai 
Abufine lbn Ali removed Bour- 
guiiM from power in November 
1987 and promised Tunisians a 
change from the intolerance of 
his predecessor. 

A simultaneous presidential 


election took place Sunday in 
which Ibn AH was the only candi- 
date. More than 98 per cent of 
those who voted gave him a new 
five-year mandate. 

Bourguiba did not allow multi- 
party elections from independ- 
' ence in 1956 until 1981. Tunisian 
officials have since said he gave 
orders that no opposition candi- 
dates should win. 

The MDS and the members of 
tbe Islamic Movement, wbo 
stood as independents because 
they have no recognised party, 
said that in Sunday’s election the 
ruling Democratic Constitutional 
Union (RCD) intimidated voters, 
influenced electoral officers and 
contrived to remove their obser- 
vers from the polling stations. 

Tbe MDS withdrew its obser- 
vers in protest around noon on 
Sunday and the Islamic Move- 
ment said it was symbolically 
withdrawing from the contest in 
two of the 25 constituencies. 

Hedi Grioui, the Interior 
Ministry officer in charge of tbe 
operation, told a briefing he 
thought the MDS was exaggerat- 
ing because it realised it was 
losing heavily. 

The MDS, led by veteran 
opposition politician Ahmad 
Mestiri, were the big losers of the 
campaign. 


King cables 
good wishes 
to Hungary, 
Senegal 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Monday 
sent a cable of good wishes to 
Senegal's President Abdo 
Dioaf on his country's inde- 
pendence anniversary. "The 
King also sent a cable of good 
wishes to the president of Hun- 
gary on his country’s independ- 
ence day. King Hussein wished 
the two presidents continued 
health and progress and the 
Hungarian and Senegalese 
people further progress and 
prosperity. 

Bush calls 
for end to 
Israeli 
occupation 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush called Monday 
for a “properly structured” Mid- 
dle East peace conference and an 
end to Israel's occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Bush, saying he also supported 
“achievement of Palestinian poli- 
tical rights,” spoke at a White 
House news conference after 
meeting more than an hour with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, who - called the U.S.-PLO 
dialogue one of the “break- 
throughs” in the region. 

Mubarak urged Bush to prod 
the Israelis to meet with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), saying “the situation 
is right for an active effort more 
than ever before.” 

The statements could exert 
pressure on Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir, who will 
meet Bush Thursday and is ex- 
pected to propose elections in the 
territories aimed at finding 
alternatives to the PLO. 

Mubarak told Bush in the 
meeting that elections under 
Israeli supervision were un- 
acceptable to the Palestinians, a 
senior U.S. official said after- 
ward. 

Bush, apparently not rejecting 
Mubarak’s statement out of 
hand, responded by raising ques- 
tions about various forms of su- 
pervision, the official said on 
condition of anonymity. 

At the news conference. Bush 
echoed another of Mubarak's 
principal proposals: “A properly 
structured international confer- 
ence could play a useful role at an 
appropriate time,” Bush said. 

The U.S. official who briefed 
reporters said Mubarak would 
like the peace conference held 
toward the end of the year or in 
early 1990. 

But, the official said, “We be- 
lieve there is a lot of ground that 
has to be covered before there 
could be an international confer- 
ence." 

Bush also said “Egypt and the 
United States share the goals of 
security for Israel, end of the 
occupation and achievement of 
Palestinian political rights.” 


EC, U.S. call on all sides to stop fighting 

Lebanese prepare for worse 
fighting in three-week blitz 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Falangist troops and 
opposition forces fought fierce battles near 
Beirut Monday and residents battered by 
three weeks of non-stop shelling prepared for 
worse. 


Police said tbe two sides fought 
with artillery, rockets and heavy 
maririnegims across a moun tain 
ridge southeast of Beirut. Three 
people were killed and seven 
wounded, taking the toll since 
mid-March, to 120 dead and more 
than 460 wounded. 

Security sources said shells also 
hit east Beirut’s port and the 
international airport in west 
Beirut. 

A few Beirut residents dashed 
from shelters during the morning 
to lay in more supplies and rescue 
workers searched for people trap- 
ped by a ferocious artillery blitz 
Sunday. 

Military experts said the fight- 
ing was increasing in ferocity with 
each new round and heavier 
weapons were being used every 
day. They urged civilians to step 
up safety precautions. 

“Most shelters are already 
ringed with sandbags but some 
shells are heavy enough to pierce 
them,” said one civil defence 
official. 

Army Commander Michel 


Aoun issued a decree saying all 
basements now used for commer- 
cial storage should be diverted to 
use as civilian bomb shelters if 
needed. 

One resident of an apartment 
near the presidential palace in 
east Beirut, Mounir Hellou, said 
fighting bad stranded him there 
after he left a shelter to fetch milk 
for his child. 

“There are at least 40 children 
in the shelter... The Syrians open 
fire all of a sudden... shell shrap- 
nel cuts through the street.” he 
said by telephone. 

The fighting began on March 
14 after Aoun, who bas vowed to 
drive the Syrian troops out of 
Lebanon even if Beirut is flat- 
tened in the process, imposed a 
blockade on mititia ports. 

In Damascus, opposition mili- 
tia chief Nabih Bern said Monday 
Lebanese opposition leaders had 
drafted a plan to end tbe civil war 
by chan ging the religion-based 
power structure. 

He said the proposals would be 
presented to Arab League minis- 


ters trying to mediate a settle- 
ment. 

The leader of a civilian govern- 
ment in opposition to AoUn, 
Selim Hoss, suggested Sunday 
that both he and Aoun should 
resign as a way to end the 
fighting. 

Leaders of 20 Lebanese 
opposition militias will bold talks 
here Wednesday with an Arab 
League mediation committee on 
ways of ending fierce civil war 
fighting in Beirut, Bern said. 

Bern said the militias would 
present a “programme to change 
the sectarian regime in Lebanon 
and put an end to Israeli interven- 
tion.” 

A ceasefire call last week by 
the six-member committee of 
Arab League Foreign Ministers 
headed by Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah of Kuwait was 
ignored by both sides. 

Arab League Secretary Gener- 
al Chadli Klibi will also attend the 
talks, along with 1 the foreign 
ministers of Sudan, Tunisia, 
Algeria, The United Arab Emi- 
rates and Jordan. 

In Washington, the United 
States Monday condemned three 
weeks of non-stop shelling in 
Lebanon and urged all sides to 
end the siege. 

State Department spokes- 


woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
U.S. ambassadors in Damascus 
and Beirut had c ommuni cated 
Washington's message to Syrian 
officials, to their ames in Leba- 
non and to opposing Lebanese 
Falangist forces. 

“The United States condemns 
the continued artillery exchanges 
by all sides in Beirut, with their 
reckless disregard for civilian 
lives and welfare,” she said. 

“All participants in the fight- 
ing, both foreign and domestic, 
should immediately cease fire and 
lift the siege and blockade,” she 
added. 

Tutwiler reiterated strong U.S. 
support for peace-keeping efforts 
by the Arab League Committee 
on Lebanon and said the com- 
batants should receive the Arab 
League representatives and “end 
any further delay in the League’s 
peace initiative.” 

Meanwhile, the European 
Community said Monday it was 
worried by the worsening conflict 
in Beirut and appealed to all sides 
to stop fighting and allow a 
peaceful solution. 

The EC, reiterating an appeal 
made on March 20, called “on 
forces in conflict to put an end to 
their fighting to allow a peaceful 
solution tothe current crisis,” a 
statement said. 


6 more Palestinians injured in 
West Bank, Gaza Strip protests 


OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
(Agencies) — Six Palestinian de- 
monstrators were injured during 
clashes with Israeli troops in the 
Gaza Strip and a seventh in the 
West Bank town of Hebron, 
Palestinian sources said Monday. 

Meanwhile a 25-year-old resi- 
dent of the Khan Younis refugee 
camp in Gaza, suspected of sell- 
ing drugs, was stabbed to death. 

Residents said his two brothers 
rushed him to hospital in a car but 
were shot and wounded by sol- 
diers for ignoring an order to 
stop. The army said those in tbe 
car were injured when it crashed. 

In a separate development, an 
Israeli court Monday sentenced a 
photographer to a four-month 
suspended prison term for enter- 
ing a Palestinian refugee camp 
that the army had declared a 
closed military area. 

Also Monday, a children's 
advocacy group said a 10-year-old 
Gaza Strip boy caught protesting 
was illegally detained for two 
weeks last month. In Israel, the 
age of c rimin al responsibility is 
12. 

Defence Ministry spokesman 
Eitan Haber said he was checking 
the report. 

District Court Judge Edna Be- 
kenstein in Netanya handed 
down a four-month suspended 
jail term to photographer Claudio 
Nutkiewicz and fined him 1,000 
shekels (S55S) for entering the 
West Bank refugee camp of BaJa- 
ta in December 1987, Nutkiewicz 


NICOSIA (AP) — The Central 
Committee of the Palestinian Li- 
beration Organisation, ending a 
4-day conference in Tunisia Mon- 
day, barred any let up in the 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied territories in exchange for 
Israeli-sponsored elections. 

“The Central Committee 
announced to the world that the 
intifada will not cease and our 
people’s struggle will continue," 
said the statement teiefaxed to 
the Associated Press in Cyprus by 
the official Palestinian Press 
Agency, WAFA. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir announced last week his 
government would allow limited 
elections in the occupied territor- 
ies, and withdraw troops from 
major Arab cities, if the Palesti- 
nian uprising stopped. 

But the Israeli leader, due in 
Washington for talks this week, 
envisions only limited autonomy 
for the Palestinians and eschews 
talks with the PLO. 

The Central Committee rejects 
“all the attempts and manoeuvres 
for ending the intifada or easing it 
for holding fake elections under 
the occupation,” the statement 


said. 

Nutkiewicz said the judge told 
him he violated a 1970 law under 
which all Palestinian refugee 
camps are considered closed 
military areas. He and other jour- 
nalists said the decision could 
hamper future coverage of the 
occupied territories. 

Since the December 1987 start 
of the Palestinian uprising, jour- 
nalists have freely entered re- 
fugee camps unless they were 
subject to curfews or specific clo- 
sure orders. 

Robert Slater, chairman of the 
Foreign Press Association, said 
he was not aware of the law 
reportedly cited by the judge. 

“I hope this wfll not affect 
press coverage,” Slater said. He 
also noted Nutkiewicz was the 
first journalist covering the upris- 
ing to be convicted of violations 
in connection with bis work- 

Israeli journalists said they will 
boycott activities of Jewish set- 
tlers in the West Bank until the 
settlers stop placing fake “press” 
signs in their car windows. Re- 
porters said the phony signs ren- 
der press identification useless as 
a protection against Arab protes- 
ters who usually let journalists 
pass unharmed. 

“Today, they impersonate the 
press, tomorrow they'll pose as 
ambulance drivers,” said Roni 
Sfaaked, a leader of the Israeli 
Journalists Union and a reporter 
for the Yediot Ahronot news- 
paper. 

He said the settlers’ practice 


said. 

At least 417 Palestinians have 
been killed in the nearly 16- 
month-old uprising against 
Israel’s military occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The 70-member Central Com- 
mittee is an interim group of the 
450-seat Palestine National 
Council (PNC), which is sche- 
duled to meet once a year. The 
Central Committee and the smal- 
ler, 15-member Executive Com- 
mittee , make policy recom- 
mendations to be weighed by the 
fall body. 

The Central Committee re- 
viewed the United States-PLO 
talks, “welcomed the continua- 
tion of these talks and stressed 
their importance,” the statement 
said. The U-S. started talks with 
the PLO in December for the first 
time in 13 years after the orga-‘ 
nisation renounced terrorism and 
recognised Israel’s right to exist. 

The statement said the com- 
mitee also stressed the import- 
ance of holding an international 
conference on Middle East peace 
this year. 

It called for the five permanent 
nations on the United Nations 
Security Council - - the United 


endangered journalists' lives. 

Palestinian demonstrators 
usually target settler-owned cars, 
but in most cases allow press cars 
to pass freely. 

“The settlers think (the signs) 
will help, but the result will be 
that the Arabs will stone both of 
us and in the end democracy anil 
suffer,” Shaked said on Israel 
Radio. 

Meanwhile Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir, preparing to 
leave Monday for talks in 
Washington, promised Jewish 
settlers in the occupied territories 
be would never abandon them 
despite strong pressures on 
Israel. 

“Powerful forces are at work 
against Israel and it is up to us to 
prevent these pressures. We must 
be prepared and United against 
the PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organisation),” his office quoted 
Shamir as telling tbe 70,000 Jews 
of the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip Sunday 

The United States, Israel's 
closest ally, has consistently criti- 
cised Jewish settlement in occu- 
pied territories. 

President George Bush’s new 
administration, anxious to break 
tbe Arab- Israeli deadlock, bas 
urged Shamir to offer new ideas 
to resolve the Arab-Israeli dead- 
lock. 

Israeli sources said Washington 
had welcomed his proposal this 
week to let Palestinians elect rep- 
resentatives to peace talks. 


States, Soviet Union, Britain, 
France and China — to form a 
preparatory committee for such a 
conference. 

The committee said the United 
Nations should appoint a special 
representative for the Palestinian 
question. 

On Palestinian governmental 
affairs, the committee said the 
PNC will have to define the pow- 
ers of the newly established pres- 
idency. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
was elected president of the self- 
proclaimed state Sunday. Farouk 
Kaddoumi. long the PLO's 
equivalent of foreign minister, 
was also given that title formally. 

The statement said that the 
Executive Committee will con- 
tinue to act as a government-in- 
exile until a provisional govern- 
ment is formed. 

The statement did not specify 
when such a government would 
be formed, nor did it say when 
the PNC would next meet. 

The last meeting was in Algiers 
in November, when the PNC 
voted to declare an independent 
state despite not controlling any 
territory. 


Iraq 

warns 

Israel 

against 

attack 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq poured 
scorn Monday on foreign press 
reports accusing it of developing 
nuclear weapons and said it 
would hit back hard if Israel 
repeated a 1981 raid on. an Iraqi 
nuclear reactor. 

Tbe ruling Baath Party Al 
Ttaawra newspaper said: “If you 
(Israel) want to strike a blow 
against Iraq, you should know 
that Iraq is vigilant, able to strike 
back if it is harmed.” 

The Washington Post, quoting 
unidentified Israeli officials, said 
Friday that Iraq was developing 
nuclear warheads for use with 
strategic missiles also under de- 
velopment. It said Israel was con- 
sidering taking action. 

The West German magazine 
Stern said Sunday that West Ger4 
man companies were suspected 
of illegally exporting equipment 
to help Iraq to set up a secret base 
to test nuclear missiles. 1 

Iraq's official newspapers all 
carried front-page articles de- 
nouncing “the Zionist-steered 
American campaign and Israeli 
Mossad (intelligence agency) 
claims of so-called Iraqi nuclear 
threats." 

The Israeli Air Force destroyed 
Iraq's Osirak nuclear reactor in 
1981, saying it was preventing 
Iraq acquiring nuclear weaporfs. 

Rafael Eitan, Israeli army chief 
at the time of the 1981 attack, 
said last week that Israel should 
destroy the reactor if Iraq rebuilt 
it. 

The Iraqi papers said Iraq was 
now better prepared. In 1981, it 
was preoccupied with the war 
with Iran which ended under a 
ceasefire last August. 

The Iraqi press said Baghdad's 
response to any attack “will be 
the use of all the active methods 
and means it possesses.” 

The Washington Post report 
said Iraq aimed to develop and 
test a nuclear warhead within two 
years using enriched uranium left 
over from the Osirak reactor, 
which Iraq has said was built for 
peaceful purposes. 

U.S. President George Bush 
said Friday he could not confirm 
the Washington Post report. “I 
don’t want to give credence to the 
(reported) fact that Iraq is in the 
process of building nuclear 
weapons. I cannot confirm that,” 
he said. 

The Iraqi papers accused the 
U.S. press of “intentionally neg- 
lecting Israel’s acquisition of nuc- 
lear weapons and its refusal to 
sign tbe nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty." 


PLO rejects Israeli election offer 
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Middle East News 


Turkey recalls 
envoy to Tehran 
for consultation 


ANKARA (AP) — Turkey is caning its ambassador 
in Tehran home for consultations to protest Iran’s 
interference in Turkey’s internal affairs, the Foreign 
Minis try announced Monday. 


Nuzhet Kandemir, the Foreign 
Ministry undersecretary, told re- 
porters at a news conference that 
Ambassador Omer Akbel will be 
returning home within a week. 

Calling home an ambassador 
for consultations does not 
amount to the formal recalling of 
an envoy, which is a more serious 
breach in diplomatic relations. 

Turkey's decision marked the- 
cul mi nation of a series of inci- 
dents which have severely 
strained Turkish- Iranian relations 
in the past few months. 

Kandemir said “Iranian offi- 
cials and institutions have shown 
an unaccustomed and bother- 
some interest" in a recent deci- 
sion by Turkey's constitutional 
court to ban Turkish university 
women from wearing traditional 
Islamic headscarves on campus. 

Ir anians marched in Tehran to 
protest the decision and the Ira- 
nian state-run radio broadcast 
commentaries critical of the ban. 

Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini also de- 
nounced the Turkish ruling in a 
speech two weeks ago and ex- 
pressed support for demonstra- 
tions here by Turkish Muslim 
fundamentalists against the ban. 

‘The state controlled Iranian 
radio and most authoritative offi- 
cials have, much to our regret, 
attempted to take part in this 
issue which is solely related to 
Turkey's internal affairs, by 
issuing provocative and inciting 
messages against our country," 
Kandemir said. 

He also criticised the activities 
of the Iranian ambassador here. 

Kandemir said Ambassador 
Mnoochehr Mottaki attended a 
rally organised by a political party 
(the Religious Prosperity Party) 
“and actively took part in the 
function by appearing on the ros- 
trum.” 

He also cited a recent state- 
ment to Turkish newspapers by 
Mottaki. which was viewed as 
threatening Turkey with econo- 
mic sanctions. Mottaki reportedly 
said Iran would reduce its imports 
from Turkey because of the 
headscarf controversy. 

Kandemir said the ambassador 
had been warned several times to 


refrain from such activities. 

“After a thorough evaluation 
of this incident, and in view of the 
fact that ambassador could not 
act on his own initiative without 
instructions from his government, 
we have called our ambassador to 
Ankara for consultations and to 
assess the situation," he said. 

Kandemir said prime ministers 
of the two countries had reached 
agreement in February, when Ira- 
nian Premier Hussein Musavi vi- 
sited this country, to refrain from 
interference in the internal affairs 
of each other's country. 

“We were hoping for com- 
pliance with this agreement," he 
said. 



Mountains of food «da from the Soviet Union destined for the became oT fighting between Mojabedeen rebels and government 
Afghan people are pflmg up near the Afghanistan border at the Oxns forces. 

Rim*. The Kabul government has not been able to ship the food 


Kabul asks U.N. to help end war 


Asked whether and when the 
Turkish ambassador would return 
to Tehran, Kandemir said, “we 
cannot answer this yet. Let him 
come home first." 

“We expect the friendly Ira- 
nian government to adopt a deci- 
sion in accordance with our deci- 
sion," Kandemir said when asked 
about the status of the Iranian 
envoy here. 

Kandemir said Turkey re- 
mained neutral in the Guif war 
and saw no reason why good 
relations with Iran should not 
continue. 

He said Turkey “with the best 
of intentions and patience" had 
refrained from passing judgment 
on Iran's regime. 

Efforts by the Iranians to 
spread their Islamic revolution in 
Turkey anger the majority of 
Turks who support the secularist 
system here based on Western 
laws. 


KABUL (Agencies) — Afghanis- 
tan Monday called for an urgent 
meeting of the U.N. Security 
Council to discuss alleged Pakis- 
tani military aggression, and help 
find a peaceful solution to the 
civil war with the rebel Mujahe- 
deen. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil 
disclosed the request at a news 
conference before boarding a 
plane for New York. 

Wakil said he was carrying a 
letter from Afghan President Na- 
jibullah informing U.N. Secret- 
ary General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar of Pakistani military interven- 
tion in Afghanistan. 


“The aggression and the milit- 
ary intervention of Pakistan is 
increasing every day," he told 
reporters. Neighbouring Pakistan 
acknowledges arming and har- 
bouring rebel fighters but denies 
direct involvement in the Afghan 


Najibullah has also invited the 
'U.N. chief to visit Afghanistan* 
and help find a diplomatic solu- 
tion to the conflict which has 
pitted the pro-Soviet Afghan gov- 
ernment against an alliance of 
anti-co mmunis t rebels. 

The Mujahedeen rebels have 
launched a series of attacks 
against the eastern city of Jalala- 
bad, close to the Pakistan border, 
in a bid to capture it as a base for 
a provisional government they set 
up in February. 

W akil said fi g hting was still 
going on around the provincial 
capital with the government force 
advancing on rebel positions. 

According to the official Soviet 
news agency TASS quoted by 
Reuters, more than 500 Mujahe- 
deen rebels have been killed dur- 
ing five days of abortive attempts 
to capture Jalalabad. 

TASS said Sunday that around 
450 rebels were killed between 


March 29 and April 1, when 
rebels made repeated attacks 
under the cover of mortar and 
artillery fire. 

The rebels, financed by the 
West with Pakistan serving as a 
conduit for the funds and arms 
they receive, have so Car failed to 
flush out Afghan government 
troops entrenched in and around 
Jalalabad. 

Wakil said the Afghan govern- 
ment was strong enough to with- 
stand any rebel attack. 

“We equip our army and en- 
hance its capability every day," 
be said, his voice drowned by the 
roar of one of the many Soviet 
cargo planes flying in food and 
military supplies to Kabul. 

The Soviet planes pump out a 
string of flares over the city to 
deflect any heat-seeking missiles 
from rebels in the snow-covered 
mo untains ringing the Afghan 
capital. 

“With the passage of every 


day, it becomes dear that it is 
impossible to topple this govern- 
•ment through military means. 
Many more years will pass and 
this government will be here. The 
only solution is a peaceful one,” 
Wakil said. 

Waldl once again urged the 
U-S. government to change what 
he called its dogmatic approach 
to Kabul, offering to hold a dia- 
logue with Washington on the 
situation. 

He asked U.S. politicians to 
travel to Af ghanist an. 

“Maybe they (die U.S. govern- 
ment) nurture the aspiration that 
this government will Call. But the 
reality is that we exist and die 
government is operating." 

Wakfl asked Western govern- 
ments to reopen their embassies 
in Kabul, where cows and sheep 
graze around the compounds di- 
plomats abandoned after the last 
Soviet troops left Af ghanis tan in 
February. 


Relief convoy heads for the starving in Sudan 


Meanwhile bombs went off at 
the British Cultural Centre and 
inside a British diplomat's car in 
the Turkish capital of Ankara and 
at several business centres in 
Istanbul, causing damage but no 
casualties, police said Monday. 

An anonymous caller to the 
Istanbul daily Cumhuriyet 
claimed responsibility for the 
blasts on behalf of an under- 
ground leftist organisation. Dev- 
Sol, or Revolutionary Left, in 
* commemoration of an incident. 10 
years ago in which 10 terrorists 
were killed. 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — With a 
thumbs up sign, the U.N. official 
heading the massive effort to 
stave off starvation in southern 
Sudan Monday saw off a 22-truck 
convoy of relief food, the opera- 
tion's largest to date. 

The trucks, flying blue and 
white United Nations flags, rolled 
out of Kenya's capital under a 
sunny sky carrying an estimated 
500 metric tons on maize. 

They were the first of 60 trucks 
scheduled to leave Kenya Mon- 
day, and Tuesday carrying a total 
of 1,000 metric, tons of food, 
' medical supplies, pallets and tar- 
paulins. 

James A. Grant, the U.N. offi- 


cial coordinating operation life- 
line Sudan, enlisted the help of 
10-year-old Sorcha O'Reilly to 
wave a U.N. flag, starting the 
convoy on its four-day trip to 
Kapoeta in southern Sedan. The 
girl's father is the operation’s 
spokesman. 

Before seasonally heavy rains 
expected in May, Operation Life- 
line aims to position at depots 
throughout southern Sudan more 
than 100,000 metric tons of food, 
blankets, tents and medical sup- 
plies for people displaced by 
famine and war. lire target 
population is 2.5 million people, 
half of whom are in rebel-control- 
led areas. 


“It will take a near miracle for 
this to succeed,” said Grant. 
“But I believe we have a miracle 
in the making." 

He said the United Nations 
hoped by mid-week to establish a 
satellite communications link be- 
tween the major operating points 
in southern Sudan, Kenya and 
Uganda to help coordinate dis- 
tribution of the aid. 

Operation Lifeline’s first con- 
voy of relief food left Sudan's ' 
capital of Khartoum Saturday, 
the beginning of what ffidTJriited" 
Nations is describing as. a montE 
of tranquility. 

During that period, both the 
Sudanese government and the 


rebel Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA) have agreed to 
allow relief food to move unham- 
pered to rebel-controlled areas 
and government towns in south- 
ern Sudan where thousands 
already have died from war-in- 
duced famine. 

Nobody knows the exact death 
toll in the six-year-old civil war. 
but Western relief experts put die 
figure from 1988 alone at 250,000 
to 500,000 or more. Some think 
as many as two million .people 
‘have died since the war began; 
mostly civi^ns .drive rufrom .their 
.Thornes Who' either perished while * 
seeking shelter or starved in re- 
fugee camps or besieged towns. 


Lull in fighting gives Beirutis 
chance to explore gas blast havoc 


By Michael Kuli 
Reuter 


BEIRUT — Thousands of 
Lebanese used lull in three 
weeks of battles Saturday to 
inspect havoc in their Beirut 
neighbourhood devastated by 
a butane gas tank explosion. 

"My God, it looks like a 
hurricane has swept the area,” 
said Joseph Harb, inspecting 
the ruins of the Dora district in 
east Beirut. 

"Nothing is left, all what we 
worked for is gone now," the 
50-year-old carpenter said, 
tears in his eyes. 

Shells and rockets set petrol 
and kerosene tanks at the Dora 
fuel complex ablaze before the 
gas tank exploded lost Thurs- 
day, injuring about 100 people. 
The blast was beard 45 
kilometres from Beirut. 

Over 100 people have died 
and about 400 have been in- 
jured since March 14 in battles 
— the worst fighting in five 
years — between mostly Falan- 
gist troops and opposition mili- 
tiamen backed by Syrian gun- 


The heaviest artillery bom- 


bardment since Thursday 
forced most people to spend 
Friday night in bomb shelters. 
It eased in the morning until 
only a few shells hit a Falan- 
gist-heid coastal resort. 

The U.N. Security Council 
said it supported Arab League 
efforts to end the fighting, 
which began after Army Com- 
mander Major-General 
Michel 1 Aoun blockaded ports 
that supply Lebanon's militias. 

“The fire at the fuel depot is 
almost over and there is no 
chance now of another fire at 
any butane gas tank," said civil 
defence chief Elie Hunein.' 
"There is no danger to the 
public’s safety and health." 

Lebanon's electricity author- 
ity said it had enough fuel for 
only three days, after which 
power would be cut across the 
country unless a ship carrying 
fuel was allowed to dock at 
Beirut port. 

The port, controlled by 
Aoun's troops, has been shel- 
led daily since bombardment 
started. 

The authority, most of 
whose generating capacity is in 
Falangist held areas, 


announced it would supply 
power only six hours a day. 

In a statement broadcast on 
radio stations, Aoun urged the 
millions of Lebanese living 
abroad to rally the support of 
their host governments to help 
force Syrian and Israeli troops 
out of Lebanon. 

"Your country is threatened 
by Israeli and Syrian occupa- 
tion sharing its sovereignty," 
Aoup said. “Your country is 
calling you. Act quickly to 
support the cause of your 
country and save yonr 
people." 

Hunein said all the gas re- 
leased by the explosion had 
dispersed, so it was safe for the 
tens of thousands of residents 
who were evacuated hours be- 
fore the blast to return. 

"For four days we couldn’t 
move or sleep fearing the ex- 
plosion," remembered. Harout 
Kferian. “It was like standing 
in front of a firing squad wait- 
ing to be shot at any minute. 

“We were asked to leave 
after midnight when t^e rumb- 
ling started, sounding like a 
volcano about to erupt," be 
said. 



A Lebanese family in their bomb shelter hMfwg from heavy artillery bombardment 


“Some people carried their 
children and ran barefoot, pa- 
tients from a nearby hospital 
fled in their white gowns hold- • 
ing plasma bags in one hand 
and bandages in the other. : 
“It was like the movies, with 
thousands of panic-stricken 
people running in afl directions 
away from death,” be said. 


One environmental expert 
said Thursday’s explosion pro- 
duced a doud of acrid smoke 
covering about 140 square 
kilometres. 

Doctor Pierre Malicbeve 
told Reuters Lebanon had set 
up a special office to monitor 
the effects of the doud. A pall 
of black smoke covered 


still blazing fuel tanks in Dora. 


Aoun, who since last year 
has led a military government 
at odds with a civilian cabinet 
backed by Syria, said a week 
ago his troops would drive 
Syria's 40,000 troops out of 
Lebanon even if the battle 
flattened Beirut. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Parliament back* Mahdi peace moves 


KHARTOUM (R) — The Sudanese parliament Monday backed, 
moves by Prime Minister Sadeq AI Mahdi to end civfi war in tho 
south and accepted the withdrawal of plans for Islamic la*. * 
Members voted 129 to 23 in favour of Mahdfs : announcement 
March 27 postponing plans to implement Sharia legislation untiLa 
national constitutional conference is held. The vote was seenasan 
important step in the prime minis ter’s efforts to gaiaacceptence 
of a peace pact signed last year between the Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP) and the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA). The DUP is one of toe main partners in his current - 
coalition government. Only the National Islamic Front (NIP) 
voted against acceptance of Mahdi ’s statement. The front, which . 
opposes theUUP-SPLA pact providing for the postponement of 
Sharia, is not part of the current government corifition. 


Israel protests Canada’s PLO .talks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Deputy Foreign Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu Sunday summoned Canada’s ambassador to 
Israel to protest Otttawa's decision to hold talks with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). “We thought the Canadi a n 
decision was counter-productive for peace and would boost the 
power of intimidation of the PLO and would prevent... genuinely 
moderate Palestinians from coming forward,” Netanyahu tola 
reporters after meeting with Ambassador James K. Bartleman. 
“We thinlr jt also would encourage the PLO to believe that their 
goal of a Palestinian state is achievable," he said. “Such a state is 
a prescription not for peace but for & catastrophic war." 
Bartleman said the session was “constructive and friendly” and 
relations remained unaffected. Canada decided last- week to 
upgrade ties with the PLO, and Ottawa’s U.N. Ambassador Yves 
Fortier held his country’s first senior-level contacts with the PLO. 


Stoltenberg in Israel 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Norwegian Foreign Minister Thorvald 
Stoltenberg arrived here Sunday for a two-day visit and said he 
expected Israel to honour its agreement on heavy water bought 
from Oslo 30 years ago. “Israel has got to honour its agreement in 
1989 the same way it (fid in 1969," Sttoltenberg told reporters at 
the Lod airport near Tel- Aviv. Heavy water for nuclear reactors 
can be used in malting nuclear weapons, and Norwegian officials, 
including Defence Minister Johan Joergen Holst, have voiced 
suspicion that Israel has diverted some heavy water, or deuterium 
dioxide, for nuclear weapons production. Persistent foreign 
reports say Israel possesses as much as 100 nuclear weapons. 


Riyadh calls meeting on Islam 


NICOSIA (R) — . Saudi Arabia plans a meeting of 45 Islamic 
states, inducting Iran, to discuss ways of dealing with threats to 
Islam, officials said Monday. Minister of Pilgrimage and Endow- 
ments Sheikh Abdul Wahhab Abdul Wasie will invite his 
counterparts from the 45-member Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIQ to meet May 17 in Mecca. “All toe members of toe 
OIC are invited and that means Iran too,” a government official 
contacted by telephone said- Saudi Arabia, which severed ties 
with Iran last Apnl after a row triggered by religious differences, 
hosted similar meetings in 1979, 1989 and 1981. “The meeting is 
called to discuss ways of spreading the faith and combat athiestic 
factions and currents threatening toe Muslim world,” toe official 
added. It is not known if Iran will attend but diplomats believe 
Tehran might use the opportunity to tty and settle its dispute with 
Riyadh over the annual Muslim pilgrimage. 


‘Montazerl too gullible’ 


NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian newspaper said Monday that the 
ayatollah ..who .resigned last week as successor-designate to 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini had been too easily led astray by 
liberals and foreigners. “His weakness, and probably his biggest,* 
was his credulity which, at times, led him to trust those who had 
something to tefl him," toe Tehran Times said in an editorial on 
the removal of Ayatollah Hossein Ali Montazeri. The Iranian 
News Agency IRNA quoted the editorial as saying Montazeri’s 
decisions were influenced by “liberals, nationalists, those residing 
abroad and their letters, media propaganda and international 
bodies such as Amnesty International." The newspaper said 
Khomeini, Iran’s supreme leader, had time and again warned 
Montazeri to purge untrustworthy aides. 


Saudis, British to cooperate 


LONDON (AP) — Britain and Saudi Arabia agreed Sunday to 
work closely against terrorism, crime and drug trafficking, the 
Home Office announced. Home Secretary Douglas Hurd, visiting 
Saudi Arabia during a 10-day tour of toe Gulf, signed a 
memorandum of understanding in Riyadh with Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince Ahmad Ibn Abdul Aziz. A Home Office 


spokesman, speaking anonymously in keeping with British 
practice, said Hurd issued a statement to say he was “glad to carry 
our cooperation with Saudi Arabia into this new sphere." 

Pollard on Israel’s payroll 


NEW YORK (AP) — Israel is paying $5,000 a month to an 
American serving a life sentence in a U.S. prison for s tealin g U.S. 
government secrets for Israel, according to a published report. 
Each month $5,000 is pat in an Israeli bank account for former 
U.S. intelligence analyst Jonathon Jay Pollard, according to the 
April 10 issue of Newsweek magazine. Newsweek attributed the 
information to ‘Territory of Lies," a forthcoming book by 
Jerusalem Post correspondent Wolf Blitzer. Blitzer suggests 
Pollard eventually will make a deal to be deported to Israel, 
where he’ll get toe cash, but no intelligence work. “He’ll get some 
money and probably even a nice apartment. But that’s it,” an 
unidentified Israeli official told Newsweek. 


Moroccan minister in Syria 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Moroccan Foreign Minister Abdul Latif 
Al Filali arrived Sunday on a three-day visit for talks with Syrian 
officials. Al Filali was welcomed at Damascus airport by Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk Sharaa, officials said. The visit is 
expected to normalise bilateral relations, which were restored'ie 
January after a 30-month break following mediation by Saudi 
Arabia. 
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11:05 Frankfurt, Brussels) 

11*5 - Madrid! 

Geneva, London < 

1 Paris ( 

21.00 T jrnflrt ( 

2030 Abu Dhabi, Dnfoai i 

2U00 Cairo i 

21:45 ...................... Damascus ( 


Carrots 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers .■ 

Dates ...... 


Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Letnuefaerooe) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


lfr-20 - Cairo (MS) 

1025 Kuwait (KU) 

Udl Baghdad (IA 


Onion (dry) 

Ouaott(peea) ... 
Pepper (bo() — 
Peepper (sweet) 

PCOtO ■■m— «im », 


Strawberry ....... 

Tomatoes 


Bk per kg. 
... 800/700 
500/400 
... 350 / 300 
... 300 / 250 
750 / 650 
... 160/120 
... 100/ 70 
... 180/140 
... 200/110 
... 400/300 
550 /450 
... 260/200 
... 300 / 250 
... 340/300 
... 450/350 
....180/140 
... 180/140 
_. 280/240 
... 380 / 320 
...360/300: 
... 250/208 
... 160/120 
... 650/550. 
- 230/180 
... 340/300 
_ 90/ 60 
1500/1200 
... 280 / 220 


V. 









^ National News 

% .BBS —-— m 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 1989 



■ *.. CROWN PRINCE RECEIVES PAKISTANI TEAM: His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan Monday received a teacher and 
.student delegation representing the Pakistani National Defence 
College currently on a visit to Jordan. During the meeting. Prince 
Hassan reviewed die situation in the region, cooperation between the 
Arab and Islamic countries, and bilateral relations (J.T.) 





Hani Khasawneh 


30 specialists meet to formulate 
national informaton policy 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A 
three-day seminar on national in- 
formation policy in Jordan 
opened in Amman Monday with 
the participation of 30 informa- 
tion specialists, librarians, nation- 
al policy-makers, planners and 
managers responsible for national 
information systems and services 
in the Kingdom. 

The seminar is being organised 
by the Arab League's Docu- 
mentation and Information Cen- 
tre in cooperation with the in- 
formation department of the Un- 
ited Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) and the Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS). 

According to the organisers, 
the seminar aims to lay the 
ground for formulating a compre- 
hensive national information 
policy in Jordan. 

The participants will conduct 
an elaboration on the conceptual 
and operational framework to 
provide basis for information 
activities in Jordan in accordance 
with the nation's different de- 
velopment requirements, the 
organisers said. 

The opening session was 
■addressed by Dr. Adnan Badran, 
secretary general of the Higher 
Coun cil of S cience and Technolo- 
gy (HCST) who said that sound 
and appropriate decisions depend 
largely on the flow of information 
to planners and decision-makers. 


He said that Jordan has realised 
the importance of information 
and its role, and has taken steps 
to establish a national informa- 
tion network. 

In addition, Badran noted, the 
Ministry of Planning has laid the 
ground for a national information 
network to benefit the country’s 
socio-economic schemes. Badran 
said that the HCST has given due 
attention to information and has 
taken steps to lay down a national 
strategy in this respect. 


RSS representative* at the 
meeting, Yousef Nusdr briefed 
the audience on the RSS’s com- 
puter department's contribution 
to the national effort in providing 
information essential for scien- 
tific research and the 'transfer of 
technology. 

Nuseir sard that the seminar 
will hopefully come op with re- 
commendations to help lay a firm 
ground for a national Information 
policy that wbuld serve the objec- 
tives of national development. 


W. German tourists 
arrive in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — A West 
German airliner carrying German 
tourists and journalists landed at 
Amman airport Monday ma r ki n g 
the opening of a direct route 
between West Germany and 
Jordan. 

A Ministry of Tourism spokes- 
man said that the opening of a 
direct route is intended to bring 
in more West European tourists 
to the country. The flight is in 
accordance with a plan worked 
out by the Ministry of Tourism in 
cooperation with European tour 
operators. He said that tourist 


groups can begin using this direct 
route as of Nov. 5. 1989. 

The official said that the group 
wifi visit archaeological sites and 
tourist centres in the Kingdom 
during their visit. According to 
Tourism Minister Yanal HEkmat, 
the Ministry has made several 
arrangements for stimulating 
tourism in the country and bring- 
ing in groups from different parts 
of the world. 

The minister said that the 
direct West German-Jordan 
route will be similar to. that link- 
ing Aqaba with Finland. 


Conference on hydatiodosis opens 


AMMANtrr.) — Health Minis- 
ter Zuhair Malfias Monday 
opened a three-day conference 
on hydatiodosis, a disease which 
largely affects die liver among 
communities in the Mediterra- 
nean region. 

Malbas outlined to the dele- 
gates, who represent 14 countries 


'In Ibe region, Jordan's efforts to 
deal with this disease. The minis- 
ter said that medical treatment of 
the disease in Jordan rather than 
surgery yielded good results and 
pointed to good prospects for 
combating the disease which is 
common to humans and animals. 

Mai has underlined the import- 
ance of spreading health aware- 



ART EXHIBITION: Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Sunday 
opened an art exhibition by Salma Hamad A1 Than! at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. The exhibition includes 53 oil paintings depicting 
nature, environ mem, and human feelings. The exhibition will run 
until April 8 (Petra) 

DEVELOPMENT: Amman Governor Mohammad All A1 Amin has 
said that 14 development committees were formed in Amman 
govemorate's region. Eight of which are in Madaba region, four in 
Na’our and two in A1 Mouqir and Sahab, be said. These committees, 
he added, include administrative representatives of the economic, 
social, and agricultural sectors, private and public, as well as 
qualified people (Petra). 

ATF REPORT: The Arab Thought Forum (ATF) has issued its 
annual report which outlines its activities in 1988. Among the listed 
activities are organising four international dialogues, and two Anm 
seminars well as participating in 20 Arab and mtemational 
activities. Over 700 people have participated in the ATF activities 
the report says (Petra) 

NEW MOON: Islamic Chief Justice Mohammad Mheilan has 
announced that all Islamic courts will be opened Wednesday evening 
to receive people reporting seeing new moon which confirms the 
advent of (he holy month of Ramadan (Petra) . 

VEGETABLES: The Agricultural Marketing Corporation prepared 
a plan for exporting and importing vegetables and fruits for April. 
The plan permits exporting fresh vegetables and fruits of aO kinds, 
while limits imports only to sage and dates besides importing apples 
by Jordan Agricultural Marketing aud Processing Company (Petra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

77k following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time mid place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* An art exhOritioa displaying paintings by children at the 
Hearing Bank Complex. 

* An exhlMtlw entitled "The Tuebingen Atlas of die Middle 
East" at the Mn*ta University. 

* A photography exhibition displaying photos depicting various 

aspects of life in China at the University of Jordan. 

* An art exhibition by Iraqi artist Basim A1 Sheikh which 
fadw d fg paintings depicting Jordanian costumes through ages 
and modern views of Amman at Philadelphia HaJL 

* A book abAAke displaying British books on the Islamic world 
at the University of Jordan. 

* An art exhibition by Salma Hamad A! Than! at the Royal 
Cohan) Centre. 

* A photography exfa&ttkw by Haitian! Jwemat at the Profes- 
sional Au rla fion i Complex. 


* A tet&re by Dr. Kami Asafi entitled “Gortaf Dabnan and bis 
Mwnmrt Wait os Palestine” at the Goethe Instate — 
740 pjb. 


* fWnft of America -Maine- at the Ame ri can Centre — 740 

|UL 

A Spanish Ski entitled "Rouges”, shows as part of the Spanish 
Afcn Wmfc* * (be Kastf Ctimti Centre — &00 p.». 


ness campaigns to help the public 
protect itself from the disease. 

Dr. Hussein Abdul Razzaq A1 
Jaza’iri, who represented the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) at the openmg session, 
reviewed in a speech the numer- 
ous elements which help to 
spread the disease in the 
Mediterranean region. He said 
that growing demand on meat 
and the increasing and .expanding 
animal farm trade in the region 
have been instrumental in spread- 
ing the disease. 

Jaza’iri stressed the need for 
sheep and cattle to be slaughtered 
in an orthodox manner and the 
meat to be kept under hygienic 
conditions to prevent any spread 
of die disease. 

A total of 10 working papers 
are to be reviewed by the special- 
ists who will also look into means 
of providing protection to the 
public and the prospect of adopt- 
ing a unified strategy to combat 
the disease in all its aspects. 

The meeting was organised by 
the Ministry of Health in coop- 
eration with WHO and the 
Athens-based Mediterranean 
Centre for Zoonotic Diseases. 


New 

branch of 
A1 Hussein 
Society 

AMMAN (Petra) — A new 
branch of the AI Hussein Society 
for the Education of Children was 
opened in die Ashrafieh area in 
Amman Monday by Ministry of 
Social Development Secretary 
General Mohammad Al Suqour. 
During the ceremony, Suqour 
said the ministry had .always 
sought to. establish ^fifties and 
fosttotiems that care«m)dren 
and members' of sotielyv Offering 
them social services in an attempt 
to build a healthy society. 

The bead of the society. Mis. 
Salwa Nour AI Din also spoke on 
the occasion and stressed the 
importance of providing more 
care facilities for needy children. 
She called on responsible patties 
to find the appropriate means of 
providing such projects and ser- 
vices in the service of the society’s 
children. 

The new branch offers health 
and housing facilities is addition 
to a comprehensive kindergarten 
for 30 dnklren under the supervi- 
sion of qualified amPspeciaiised 
nannies. 

The society was established in 
1972 following the merger of 
three institutions for tire care of 
children, and contains three sec- 
tions with kindergarten and pre- 
school facifities and offers educa- 
tion gamdntees in schools for 
HO children op to i 1 years of age. 


Khasawneh 

receives 

journalist 

Minister of 
Information Hani Khasawneh 

had a n utting fo his office Mon- 
day with American journalist 
Paul Balankfort who is now on a 
tour of Jordan and other coun- 
tries in the Middle East. The 

Ministr y of Information pre- 
pared a tour programme for the 
American journalist to visit 
Palestinian refugee camps and 
cnltnral and archaeological sites 
in the Kingdom (Petra photo) 


Jordan to 
formulate 
national 
environment 


AMMAN (Pfetra, J.T.) — The 
International Union for the Con- 
servation of Natwe and Natural 
Resources (IUCN) is to provide 
Jordan with specialists and exper- 
tise to help it work out a national 
strategy for protecting the en- 
vironment in the Kingdom, Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Marwan Humud announced 
Monday. 

He said the United States Agen- 
cy for International Development 
(USAID) will provide $383,000 
while the treasury will provide JD 
68,550 to finance the prqjecL 

The minister made the state- 
ment following a meeting by the 
higher steering committee in- 
volved in the preparation of a 
national Jordanian strategy for 
the conservation of nature and the 
protection of the environment in 
the Kingdom. He said the prepa- 
ratory stage has been cooqdeted 
and the first steps towards the 
implementation of this strategy 
are being taken in cooperation 
with the IUCN in accordance with 
an agreement signed earlier with 
the Jordanian government. 

Humud add the strategy aims 
to enable the country to execute its 
sodo-economfe development pro- 
jects a»d the exploitation of natu- 
ral 


The environment strategy, the 
wiinwOf added, prorides mea- 
sures for the protection of water 
resources, the soil and atmos- 
phere, and aims to ma int a i n a 
natural balance and save the 
country from facing negative con- 
sequences as a result of its en- 
deavours to exploit its natural 
resources. 

Humud referred to the Hague 
Declaration, a document signed 
in Holland last month by world 
leaders including His Majesty 
King Hussein. That declaration, 
be said, serves as a watchdog 
against pollution of the earth’s 
atmosphere, an endeavour which 
Jordan has been pursuing with all 
its efforts in cooperation with 
concerned world organisations. 

The minister noted that the 
national strategy, which was 
worked out over the past two 
years, entailed the collection and 
analysis of information pertaining 
to economic and social issues, 
natural resources and the general 
envir onmen t. 

A comprehensive revision of the 
environment situation in Jordan 
trill be carried out by the commit- 
tee and a working plan will be 
worked out in the coating future, 
the minister pointed oat. 





Her RoyaJ Highness Princess Basma Sunday evening attends the last session of a human rights conference that concluded Sunday 
(Petra photo). 

Princess Basma: Human rights should 
address basic needs of women, children 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma stressed 
the important role of women and 
children in the development pro- 
cess and said that the world's 
concern with human rights should 
be translated into providing 
education, health, humanitarian 
and social care for these two 
groups of citizens. 

Addressing a conference on 
human rights in the Arab World 
Sunday evening. Princess Basma 
lauded the pioneering role of the 
Independent International Com- 
mission for Humanitarian Issue 
(HCHI) and said that the com- 
mission had added a new dimen- 
sion to humanitarian thinking 
through studies and activities it 
carried out on human rights 
issues facing humanity. IICHI is 
co-chaired by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and Prince 
Sadruddin Aga Khan. 

Princess Basina said the new 
international humanitarian order 
should be based on the basic 
principles of the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights and 
should correspond with people’s 
hopes and aspirations. The new 
humanitarian order, which she 
said ought to be based on past 
achievements, should also tackle 
modern problems and should 
help in achieving those aspira- 
tions. 


Princess Basma presented a 
number of facts pertaining to the 
operating me chanism of the new 
order sudi as goodwill and moral 
respect by individuals and gov- 
ernment institutions of principles 
of the international order, stres- 
sing the important role of women 
in family and soda! life. 

Her Royal Highness pointed to 
the importance of finding a com- 
mon denominator in solving 
humanitarian issues in a brotherly 
and loving spirit, in addition to 
the appropriate preparation for 
women's role in the family and 
society. 

Princess Basma also stressed 
the important role of education in 
polishing the thinking process of 
young society members as well as 
the right of future generations to 
formulate and develop their own 
rights and needs in addition to 
preserve modern accomplish- 
ments achieved by past genera- 
tions for their existence and de- 
velopment. 

The new humanitarian order. 
Princess Basma said, demands 
serious moves on the individual 
and group levels, and participa- 
tion in the formulation of that 
order should be collective. 

Princess Basina also stressed 
the important role by government 
and private institutions in setting 
an effective work approach for 


dealing with humanitarian issues 
in accordance with a comprehen- 
sive vision that supports an .Indi- 
vidual's right to noble life. 

Her Royal Highness also ex- 
pressed her conviction that the 
international humanitarian order 
should fulfill a person’s individual 
needs and respect collective soci- 
ety, treating all gaps to achieve 
peace and harmony for humanity 
at large through its handling of 
social, political, economic and 
humanitarian issues. 

Also addressing the conference 
was Mrs. Leila Sharaf who noted 
that 40 years after the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
was issued, some countries still 
resort to torture and ctvfl wars 
were still going on in various coun- 
tries arojind the world. Dicta- 
torships, political and natural dis- 
possession still afflicted 


thousands of people in the world , 
Mrs. Sharaf noted. 

Mrs. Sharaf stressed the im- 
portance of the birth of the inter- 
national humanitarian order as a 
main point in the development of 
the human rights movement. The 
report by IICHI had determined the 
critical issues facing humanity, 
highlighting their vast ramifica- 
tions to humanity. The commis- 
sion had also studied problems of 
increased populations, environ- 
mental dangers, poverty, tinder 
development, world armament, 
terrorism in addition to drug 
problems. 

Mrs. Sharaf pointed out that 
the report had suggested a num- 
ber of policies in addition to 
mechanism for implementing 
these policies for the sake of 
saving humanity and preserving 
human rights in all its ramifica- 
tions. 


Princess Basma battalion 
celebrates anniversary 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Princess Basma Third Mechanised 
Battalion Monday celebrated its 47th anniversary. Senior officers 
from the battalion, led by its commander, attended the celebra- 
tions which included exercises with live ammuni tion, a display of 
militar y equipment and sports activities. The commando* later 
distributed awards to the troops. 


Voluntary 

workers 

complete 

course 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Fifty leaders 
from twenty voluntary organisa- 
tions and the Ministry of Social 
Development were awarded cer- 
tificates for completing three 
weeks of training sponsored by 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) and funded 
through the United States Agen- 
cy for International Development 
(USAID). 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Fawaz Touqan presented 
diplomas to the graduates. 
Abdallah Kbatib, director gener- 
al of GUVS; Roscoe S. Suddarth, 
the United States ambassador to 
Jordan; and Lewis P. Reade, 
director of USAID spoke at the 
ceremony. 


Irbid marks Yarmouk Day 


IRBID (Petra, J.T.) — Yarmouk 
Day celebrations were held near 
Irbid Monday under the patron- 
age of Hjs Majesty King Hussein 
and with the participation of stu- 
dents from Jordan and countries 
of the Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC). 

Minister of Higher Education 
Nassereddin Al Assad, who de- 
putised for the King at the 
celebrations, delivered an 
address referring to the import- 
ance of. the Yarmouk battle in the 
history of the Arab and. Islamic 
nations: 

The celebrations commemo- 
rate the great Yarmouk battle in 
636 when Islamic forces led by 
Khaled Ibn AI Walid beat a 
Byzantine force in the Yarmouk 
plains near Irbid. 

The celebrations, which have 
been organised by Yarmouk Uni- 


versity, the minister said, man- 
ifest the Hashemite family’s 
keenness and efforts to preserve 
and highlight Islamic history. 

The celebrations included the 
lighting of the torch at the Yar- 
mouk University grounds after it 
had been carried by marathon 
runners from the ancient site of 
the historic battle. 

The Yarmouk University 
grounds have been bedecked with 
flags, the King's portraits and 
other decorative si^ns to com- 
memorate the anniversary and 
the large crowds of local inhabitants 
and invited guests thronged the 
site to attend the celebrations. 

Apart from students from uni- 
versities in the ACC countries, 
students from Kuwait, Oman and 
Bahrain were also involved in the 
celebrations which included 
sports and cultural activities. 


‘No further devaluation of dinar’ 

Anani expects economy 
to stabilise by 1991 


ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — A senior Jorda- 
nian economist said current eco- 
nomic difficulties in Jordan will 
force the country towards priva- 
tisation and refuted rumours of a 
fresh devaluation of the Jorda- 
nian dinar. 

“In the light of the crisis, the 
Jordanian government will not be 
able to continue the spending 
levels of the 1980’s and will re- 
treat to a supervisory role in the 
country’s economy," said Jawad 
Anani, director general of the 
Royal Jordanian Scientific Socie- 
ty (RSS) at a lecture Sunday 
night. 

The government will be forced 
to “a dramatic restructuring of 
the public sector, giving the pri- 
vate sector those institutions 
found unprofitable and inactive.” 
said Anani who formerly held the 
portfolios of economy and com- 
merce, and labour. 

The lecture was part of a Jorda- 
nian week organised in Abu Dha- 
bi in quest of investments from 


the oil-rich United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

Refuting rumours that the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund will 
press for devaluation after that of 
October, Anani said: "The IMF 
will not ask Jordan to further 
reduce the price of the dinar, 
because there is no difference 
between its exchange rate against 
the dollar in the black market and 
that of the Central Bank.” 

Anani attributed the country's 
economic difficulties to pressures 
of foreign loans now reaching $6 
billion. 

"Jordan has to pay this year 
$1.2 billion and has to pay the 

same amount next year, but 
pressure will be reduced in 1991 if 
these commitments were paid," 
he said. 

He conceded that "the luxury" 
enjoyed in Jordan over the past 
10 years "does not exist now, due 
to the imposed restrictions on 
purchases of foreign currencies 
and on imports.” 


Jordan now had to re-distribute 
responsibilities between public 
and the private sectors, he said, 
adding that government will re- 
duce jobs and improve efficiency 
of tax collection. 

“Instead of increasing the sal- 
ary of a person, let us improve 
another member of the same 
family with a job," Anani' said. 

He said 80 per cent of Jordan's 
income of foreign currencies de- 
rived from remittances of Jorda- 
nian expatriates working mainly 
in the oil-rich Gulf region, while 
the rest was in the form of direct 
Arab aid, especially petrodollar 
aid from the Gulf Arab states. 

Anani expected an improve- 
ment in the Jordanian economy 
because remittances of Jorda- 
nians abroad were expected to 
reach $1 billion annually by 1991. 
By then he expected Jordanian 
exports of phosphate to bring in 
$200 million, fertilizers, $200 mil- 
lion and potassium $400 million. 


Jordan Valley development 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As part of the 
season's cultural activities at the 
economics and administrative sci- 
ence department of Yarmouk 
Univeraty, a seminar entitled 
‘’rural development in Jordan,” 
was held this week. Participating 
in the seminar were Dr. Moham- 
mad Bani Hani, secretary general 
of the Jordan Valley Authority, 
Dr. Mohammad AI Suqour, 
secretary general of the Ministry 
of Social Development and Dr. 
Yasser Al Idwan, assistant dean 


of the faculty of economics and 
administrative science. 

Bani Hani tackled the issue of 
rural development in the Jordan 
Valley and said that the govern- 
ment had given priority to the 
issue in terms of financial alloca- 
tions due to the important factors 
in the valley such as the availabil- 
ity of water and fertile soil all 
year round, as well as the 
appropriate weather which helps 
farmers work from three to four 
seasons a yea*. 


Jordan imports West Bank olive oil 


By Alistair Lyon 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan is allowing 
olive oil imports from the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank because its 
own olive formers have now sold 
their crop, an official said. 

Agriculture Ministry Under- 
secretary Salem Lawzi told Reu- 
ters that, for two months from 
March 25. Amman would allow 
in 2,540 tonnes of West Bank 
olive oil and 616 tonnes of pickled 
olives. 

“This comes under the title of 
family gifts, but in practice it can 
be distributed on the local mar- 
ket,” he said. “There is no prob- 
lem for our local formers now 
because all their oil has been sold 
or consumed.” 

Previously Jordan allowed visi- 
tors from the West Bank to bring 
only two 16-ltilogramme cans of 
oil across the Jordan River 
bridges as gifts to relatives in the 
Kingdom. 

In Nablus. Khaled Qutob. 
secretary of the West Bank Agri- 
cultural Union, said most indi- 
viduals would now assign their 
rights to commercial shippers. 

“We’ve been talking about it 
with the Jordanians for some time 
and now we’ve received approv- 
al," he told Reuters. 


"In previous years the Jorda- 
nian government bought our 
olive oil for official and military 
consumption. Now it will be sold 
on the private market." 

Qutob said West Bank produc- 
ers were also negotiating with an 
Italian company to sell 6,000 ton- 
nes of olive oil for re-export. 

He said sales to Jordan and the 
Italian deal, if finalised, would 
raise prices and ease pressures on 
growers, who had great difficulty 
selling this year’s bumper crop. 

An Italian diplomat in Amman 


said Italian Foreign Minis 
Giulio Andreotti assui 
Palestinian leader Yasser An 
in December of his country’s i 
lingness to buy West Bank ol 
oil as a gesture of support 
people in the territory. 

West Bank fanners had a s 
plus of around 20,000 tonnes 
olive oil, their main cash err 
after last year's harvest. 

Jordan, which consum 
around 15,000 tonnes a yei 
produced 10,000 tonnes to add 
5,000 tonnes already in stock 


Emirates signs $70m loan 
agreement with UAE bank 


DUBAI (J.T.) — Emirates, the 
international airline of the UAE, 
has. signed a $70 million loan 
agreement with Emirates Bank 
International Ltd. to finance the 
purchase of a new Airbus A300- 
600R aircraft. 

The agreement was signed by 
Sheikh Ahmad lbn Saeed Al 
Maktoum. chairman of Emirates, 
and chairman of Emirates Bank 
International Ahmad Humaid Al 
Tayer, UAE minister of state for 
financial and industrial affairs. 


The new aircraft, one of 
extended-range A300-600R 
order by Emirates, is dut 
delivery in May. 

Emirates, which was laun 
in October, 1985 with just 
destinations, now flies : 
Dubai to a network of 12 des 
tions in the Middle East, . 
Africa and Europe, and ha 
cently won yet another int 
tional award, this limp fron 
German travel magazines C 
In and Industrie Travel \ 
jin. 
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A question of 
priorities 

GETTING into specifics about a peace treaty between Israel 
and the Arab side before agreeing to hold the projected 
international peace conference on the Middle East can be 
tantamount to putting the cart before the horse. It would be 
much more functional and viable to agree to the convening 
of such a conference on the basis of relevant U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and with the participation of all the 
directly concerned Arab parties including the PLO rather 
than indulge at this stage in informal negotiations about the 
contents of any possible resolution of the Arab- Israeli 
conflict and any of its envisioned stages in advance of 
convening the international conference. Clearly there are 
many dangers In trying to spell oat in minute details the 
mechanics and substance of an Arab- Israeli agreement 
before there is a commitment by all parties to hold the 
conference under the aegis of the permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council. If the parties involved in the search 
for a durable and just settlement of all the dimensions of the 
Arab- Israeli conflict allow themselves to drift Into such an 
early informal negotiations, they would not only prolong the 
process of peace more than necessary but can also torpedo 
the existing good chances of convening an international 
conference. 

With all such reservations in mind, one cannot compre- 
hend fully why Israel’s Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir is 
taking to Washington a detailed outline of a “settlement’’ 
between his country and the Palestinian side especially when 
the features of such a plan have been rejected over and over 
again by the Arab side. For on the basis of news reports, 
Shamir’s ideas are nothing but mines or booby traps in the 
path of holding an international conference. The Arab side 
and the international community have already taken due 
notice of Shamir's rejection of the international conference 
Idea and the prospect of talking to the PLO. Would it be safe 
to conclude, therefore, that all that Shamir is Interested in Is 
to sabotage the growing consensus in favour of the 
conference idea? Would it not be more functional and 
operational if Washington and in turn Israel could agree to 
negotiations with the Arab parties under the U.N. umbrella 
and on the basis of the agreed upon principles and U.N. 
resolutions? The time to spell out the detailed aspects of the 
sought after equitable and permanent peace agreement 
between Israel and Arabs should be after the formal 
negotiations get under way within the context of the 
international peace conference not before. 



JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

A1 Ra’i Monday commented on the economic situation in the 
. Kingdom by stressing that the financial and monetary* situation is 
sound, contrary to hostile rumours. The paper noted that the 
government was going ahead with economic plans with great 
confidence and that subsidies on uasic commodities will be 
maintained. The paper also quoted the finance minister as saying 
that the economic, monetary and financial measures, engineered 
by the government a few months ago, are now bearing fruit and 
steering the economy in the right course. Al Ra'i cautioned the 
public against heeding hostile rumours designed to cause harm to 
the country and its prestige. It said that the Kingdom has already 
transcended the difficult period; and it is the national duty of all 
members of the public to work with all possible and available 
potentials to maintain the economic momentum and move 
towards a new era of production and less consumption and less 
spending. 

Al Duslour daily newspaper commented on the situation in 
Lebanon and the widening of the circle of fighting and bloodshed. 
The paper noted that the fighting is causing the greatest damage 
to residential areas, and killing civilian rather than military 
personnel, regardless of their political affiliation and their 
religion. It is a pitiful situation for the civilians of the embattled 
country which is witnessing a total destruction by its own people 
and untold sufferings inflicted on innocent women and children, 
the paper noted. The only hope for Lebanon, now that all 
mediation efforts failed, is for the Arab League to take practical 
steps to end the bloodbath and stop the destruction of an Arab 
capital, the paper added. It said that the Lebanese leaders should 
realise the seriousness of the situation and work hand in hand with 
the six-member Arab League committee to find a formula that 
would end the war. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily paper commented in an editorial on Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s visit to the United States and 
said that the visit is accompanied by a propaganda campaign in 
the Israeli press which is striving to show that Shamir is seeking a 
genuine peace. At the same time, the Israeli authorities are taking 
further steps to escalate their repressive measures against the 
Palestinians under their control, the paper said. It said that 
Shamir has no credibility at all. and can by no means deceive the 
American public. Against Shamir and his press, the paper noted, 
stands the uprising of the Palestinian people backed by the Arab 
Nation which has proved to the whole world that it is truly 
oriented towards the attainment of a just peace. 


Shamir faces U.S. pressure 
to present new peace ideas 


By Howard Golfer 

Reuter 

TEL AVIV — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, feeing 
U.S. pressure to present new 
proposals for Middle East peace, 
hopes to satisfy American leaders 
in Washington this week without 
making major concessions. 

The 73-year-old leader, visiting 
Israel’s closest ally for the first 
time since the Bush administra- 
tion took, office, aims to counter 
diplomatic gains built by the PLO 
after Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
Geneva declarations. 

No one expects a showdown 
since Washington regards Israel 
as its best friend and chief 
strategic ally in the region. 

But President Bush and Secret- 
ary of State James Baker have 
told Shamir bluntly they want to 
hear new ideas when they meet 
him Wednesday and Thursday. 

The hardline Shamir and his 
aides have tried to lower any 
expectations of a breakthrough 
but acknowledge a need to move 
Arabs and Israelis towards nego- 
tiations. 

In press interviews, they have 
revealed glimpses of new propos- 
als including local elections in the 


occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, an idea already rejected by 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation. 

Cabinet Secretary Eliyakim 
Rubinstein said: "I don’t want to 
sound mysterious or something, 
bat I think it’s jnst more 
a ppropri ate that the contents of 
what the prime minister is going 
to say be left to Washington.” 

Shamir has said that, con- 
ditional on an end to the uprising 
against Israeli occupation of the 
occupied territories, his plan’ 
would involve: 

— t ^-tting Pales tinians of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip elect 
representatives for peace talks. 

— Allowing both superpowers 
to mediate in the talks, once 
Moscow restored ties severed 
over the 1967 Middle East wax. 

— Withdrawing Israeli army 
from mainly Arab towns to bar- 
racks, an idea included in Israel’s 
1978 Camp David peace accords 
with Egypt. 

The proposals are aimed at 
engaging Palestinians under 
occupation in dialogue, circum- 
venting the PLO and avoiding an 
international Middle East peace 
conference. 

Israeli security officials and 


Western diplomats are equally 
sceptical at the chances of the 
proposals achieving their objec- 
tives. 

Israeli sources said the Bush 
administration might press Israel 
to accept talks with the PLO and 
an international conference un- 
less Shamir put forward a worthy 
alternative. 

S hamir regards talks with the 
PLO as a certain prelude to a 
Palestinian state bent on Israel's 
destruction. He believes an inter- 
national conference would tzy to 
force an unacceptable solution on 
Israel. 

Some Western diplomats said 
Washington might be able to per- 
suade the PLO to accept elections - 
under occupation but Israel 
would have to accept that those 
elected might be linked to the 
PLO. 

The idea resembles a ceasefire 
proposal floated briefly by some 
pro-PLO leaders of the uprising 
three months ago but quickly 
squelched by the PLO. 

Shamil s visit will be sand- 
wiched between those of the two 
leading Arab leaders — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, who 
sees Bush Monday, and King 
Hussein, due in Washington on 



April 19. 

Shamir hopes to repair a 
friendship jolted in December 
when Washington opened talks 
with the PLO after its leader* 
Yasser Arafat, pledged to re- 
nounce terrorism and recognise 
Israel’s right to exist. 

“Our confidence was shattered 
by the American decision to con- 


duct a dialogue with tire PLO and 
the way it was done without 
consultation with Israel," Yossi 
Ben- Aharon, director-general of 
the prime minister’s office, told 
Reuters. 

“It will take work, mutual trust 
and dose exchanges in order to 
restore the confidence that is 


necessary and even vital toward 
achieving stability and peace.” 
Israel, isolated worldwide, is 
itself divided. Opinion polls and 
local election results show Shamir 
and his right-wing Likud Party 
have never been stronger. But 
they also show most Israelis dis- 
agree with his refusal ever to talk 
to the PLO. 


Experts forecast rising demand for Middle East oil 


By Kevin Costelloe 
and 

George Boehmer 

The Associated Press 

FRANKFURT, West Germany 
— More than IS years after an 
Arab-led oil embargo stunned the 
West, non-Communist industrial- 
ised countries have slashed re- 
liance on OPEC supplies. But 
experts warn that demand for 
Middle East oil appears certain to 
increase. 

That, along with a recent up- 
ward trend in oil prices, is a 
source of concern for the West. 
And Third World countries also 
will be making greater demands 
on world energy supplies as they 
push development. 

“Unless there are major addi- 
tions to reserves and major dis- 
coveries of new oil fields outside 
the Gulf region, the world's re- 
liance on the Middle East for oil 
is bound to rise,” says Helga 
Steeg. executive director of the 
Paris-based International Energy 
Agency (IEA). 

“The energy security implica- 
tions are obvious,” she added in 
a February speech. “Ofl will con- 
tinue long into the next cen- 
tury to be the most important 
single source of energy.” 

The IEA estimates 60 per cent 


of the world’s known recoverable 
petroleum reserves are in the. 
Golf region. 

George Kowalski, an IEA eco- 
nomic analyst, predicts growing 
demand for oil mil push up prices 
in the 1990s, although the hikes 
will not be excessive. He said 
officials need to maintain aware- 
ness that supply disruptions are 
possible that could lead to sharp 
price increases over the short 
term. 

For now, the energy ontiook is 
comforting for Western indus- 
trialised nations and Japan, which 
increasingly have tapped other 
energy sources to put reliance on 
petroleum. An ofl glut also has 
helped keep prices down. 

Overall, the 24 industrialised 
countries making up the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coopera- 
tion. and Development — pri- 
marily Western European na- 
tions, Japan, New Zealand, Au- 
stralia, Canada and the United 
States — cut their reliance on 
OPEC oil from 71.7 per cent of 
imports in 1979 to 47.6 per cent in 
1987. 


zoleum Exporting Countries have 
been dramatic over that period: 
— Australia, 220,000 barrels a 
day to 130,000 barrels a day. 

— Japan, 4.7 milli on to 3 mil- 
lion. 

West Germany, 1.8 millio n to 

690.000. 

— Britain, 1.1 million to 

280.000. 

— United States, 6.4 million to 
3.5 million. 

The reduction is due to several 


“Since the oil shocks of die 
earfy 1970s, Americans have en- 
joyed a 35 per cent rise in the 
gross national product without 
increasing their energy consump- 
tion,” said an article last year in 
Scientific American magazine, 
“The main reason is that the 
services energy can provide — 
comfort, mobility, a cold beer on 
a hot day — are generated much 
more efficiently today than they 
were back in 1973." 


‘Between now and the early years of the 
next century, the developing countries 9 
share of total world energy demand Is 
expected to rise from 17 per cent to about 
22 per cent. 9 


before, according to the Euro- 
pean Economic Community. 

But North Sea supplies are 
expected to decline to 2.2 million 
barrels a day this year, down 
from 2.4 million last year, and are 
expected to run out w ithin 30 to 
50 years. 

That and other factors make 
the Middle East a focus of con- 
cern, despite the ament ofl glut. 

The Arab-led ofl embargo of 
1973-74 more than' doubled the 
price of crude oil from S5.09 to 
S11.60 a band. In 1979, a relative- 
ly short interruption of Iranian 
exports caused ofl prices to rise 
by 160 per cent. 

OPEC has been trying hard to 
raise prices. The average price of 
a basket of crudes monitored by 
the organisation-reached $17.50 a 
barrel in the week ending March 
25, up more than $5 from late 
■ November. 


factors, including greater use of saving 25, up more than $5 from late 

coal and natural gas, as Well as _ ' \ • \ November,, j c-?'?- -i •„> 

stringent conservation measured.’ " The_ article, added that con*- 1 r - j ; r jT 

“From 1973 to 1987, the energy" " serva&otf "is -ssvmg the ■ United- u. # ;; Wreased demand . 
demand of OECD countries in- States about 5150 billion per 


a huge gap to catch up to de- 
veloped nations in the next cen- 
tury," he said. 

Ms. Steeg agrees: “Between 
now and the early years of the 
next century, the developing 
countries* share of total world 
energy demand is expected to rise 
from 17 per cent to about 22 per 
cent." 

The OECD countries used 31.5 
milli on barrels of oil per day in 
1973, compared with 29.72 mil- 
lion barrels daily in 1987, but 
demand is expected to rise 1.6 per 
cent this year. Consumption 
peaked in 1979 at just under 33 
milli on barrels per day. 

Japan’s Agency of Natural Re- 
sources and Energy said that de- 
spite energy improvements, the 
nation still received a hefty 67.6 
per cent of its oil imports from 
the Middle East last year. 

OPEC member Libya provided 


Big cuts 


IEA figures show that indi- 
vidual cuts in OECD imports of 
oil and related products from the 
13-member Organisation of Pet- 


creased by almost 10 per cent, but 
during this same period, the eco- 
nomic output of these countries in- 
creased by about 43- per cent,” the 
IEA says. 

Conservation and energy effi- 
ciency remain of key importance, 
although experts say progress has 
slowed in that area. 


year. 

Other factors, including oil 
production within the OECD, 
also have helped Japan and the 
Western industrialised nations. 

West Germany, for example. 


“Dependence on OPEC oil will 
increase by the end of the century 
if no new energy sources are 
found," Cologne University ener- 
gy expert Ronald Heuer said. 

“Bat energy demands also will 


received 179.4 m il lion barrels of 'increase as Third World countries 
North Sea ofl in 1987, up from develop. The Third World coun- 
1693 million barrels the year tries — China for instance — has 


■West Germjcqx with 7.-2 mfltion,; 
( barrels of crude oil in January, 
edging out longtime leader Bri- 
tain as the country’s top supplier. 

Most experts point out that 
non-Communist industrialised 
nations are far better prepared 
for any ofl interruptions now than 
in the 1970s. That includes a 
required 90-day minimum re- 
serves in ail IEA member coun- 
tries. 


Turkish fundamentalists making political gains 


By Victor L. Simpson 

The Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey — Encour- 
aged by a loosening of the milit- 
ary's hand and with help from 
neighbouring Iran, Islamic fun- 
damentalists are gaining confi- 
dence and making political in- 
roads in Turkey. 

In last week's nationwide local 
elections, the Prosperity Party, a 
fundamentalist political organisa- 
tion. won 10 per cent of the vote 
and captured more mayorships 
than Premier Turgut Ozai's 
Motherland Party. 

Prosperity, barred from run- 
ning in local elections five years 
ago, shot up from 7.5 per cent of 
the vote it won iu the 1987 gener- 
al elections. 

Fundamentalism is an extreme- 
ly delicate issue in this country 
which, although overwhelmingly 
Islamic, has maintained a secular 
system decreed by Kemal Ata- 
turk, founder of the modem Tur- 
kish republic, in the 1920s. 

While few see any dangers of 
an Islamic revolution of the type 
that swept Iran, there is concern 
that religious extremists could 
disrupt Turkey’s plans of integ- 
rating with Western Europe. 

Prosperity, for example, 
opposes Turkey's membership in 
the Atlantic alliance and Turkey’s 
bid to join the European Econo- 
mic Community. It says that with 
EEC membership "We would 
lose our Muslim identity in fee 
sea of infidels." 

Turkey’s powerful generals, 
who have considered it their duty 
to defend the Ataturk tradition, 
cracked down on the fun- 
damentalists after seizing power 
in a coup in 1980. 

A new constitution drawn up 
before they handed back power 
to civilians in 1983 expressly 
bans Islamic law, or Sharia, that 
the fundamentalists bad been de- 
manding. 

But during their rule of 
three years, 'the military did no-' 
thing to stop the mushrooming of 
religious schools and the prosely- 
tising by several fundamentalist 
sects. The generals apparently 
wanted Islam as an antidote to 
leftist ideologies that had 
spawned the wave of terrorism in 
the 1970s. 


The issue of fundamentalism 
took a critical turn daring the 
election campaign when the con- 
stitutional court forbade female 
students from wearing traditional 
Muslim headcoverings on uni- 
versity campuses. 

Hundreds of students and their 
supporters staged demonstrations 
in Turkey’s major cities. Some of 
the protesters wore black head- 
to-toe chadors. 

Premier Ozal, who combines 
devotion to Islam with westward 
yearnings, expressed sympathy 
with the students’ demands. 

Amid rumours that the military 
was growing increasingly impa- 
tient, Turkey's top general. Neap 


Toxumtay, took the unusual step 
of declaring the army's loyalty to 
Turkish democracy. 

Turkey has been angered by 
Iranian protests over toe court 
ban on headcoverings. It has 
warned Iran not to meddle in its 
internal affairs. 

In retaliation, Iran has 
threatened to reduce its imports 
from Turkey, according to a re- 
port Monday in toe English-lan- 
guage Turkish Daily News quot- 
ing unidentified treasury officials. 
Turkey has been hoping to get a 
share of reconstruction contracts 
in Iran following toe cease-fire 
last August that ended eight years 




of war with Iraq. 

Turkey also recently expressed 
displeasure over the spreading of 
Iranian religious pamphlets by 
Iran's consul general in toe dty of 
Erzurum, in Turkey’s rural east 
near the Iranian border. 

In that area, toe Prosperity 
Party won about 20 per cent of 
the vote in some cities. 

“The headcovering issue is 
being used as a springboard to an 
Islamic revolution. It won’t re- 
main there but will spring to 
other issues as well,” Ahmet 
Yucekok, a political science pro- 
fessor and a leading authority on 
religion in Turkey, said in a re- 




cent interview with Gunes news- 
paper. 

“There is provocation from 
Iran, Iran is behind the fun- 
damentalists as a state with 
money and agents. But our social 
structure is very different from 
Iran, it is not easy here,” he said, 
pointing to toe far more pluralis- 
tic nature of Turkish society. 

Islam has flourished under 
democracy more than during the 
27 years of single party rule after 
t he establishment of the republic 
in 1923. Politicians apparently 
have seen the need to plug for the 
religious vote. 

In toe past decade, there has 
been a sharp increase in toe 
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building of new mosques, mosque ' 
attendance and toe number of 
religious schools. The majority of ' 
Muslims in Turkey are Sunni, as 
opposed to Shfites in Iran. 

Gencay Say lan, toe author of a 
book on Islamic revival, attri- 
buted the strong showing by the 
Prosperity Party both to the furor 
over the headcovering con- 
troversy as well as general discon- 
tent with Ozai's Motherland 
Party. 

“Some of that vote usually goes 
to toe large conservative parties 
in general elections," he said. 
“This election is a real -break- 
through for them (Prosperity),”, 
he said in a telephone interview. 
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West Bankers sell more 
but profit less 


By Gail Fitzer 
Rearer 

RAM ALLAH — - An upsurge of 
Arab nationalism in Israeli-occu- 
pied territories is proving a God- 
send for many Palestinian manu- 
facturers whose goods now sell 
like hot cakes. 

Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip who 
once rushed to buy Israeli goods, 
convinced they were superior, 
now leave them on the shelf. 

On orders from the under- 
ground leaders of the 15-month- 
old Palestinian uprising, they are 
buying “national products” 
wherever possible. 

Arab shopowners who - sell 
Israeli goods are threatened, 
their stores sometimes burned 
down. 

Gone are the days when 
Palestinian manufacturers used to 
put Hebrew labels on their goods 
to sell them to their own people. 
They are now snowed under with 
demand. 

"We were not selling anything 
before the uprising. There was a 
general feeling among the Palesti- 
nians that Israeli products were 
better,” said George Khoury, 
one of the owners of Karim Com- 
pany. a manufacturer and distri- 
butor of cleaning products. 

“Now people are trying our 
products and they are finding the 


quality is as good and -they are 
even cheaper,” he told reporters. 

Khoury said his sales had 
soared by 30 to 40 per cent since 
the revolt began. Other manufac- 
turers report rises of up to 50 per 
cent. 

Palestinians make a host of 
products, including clothing, 
shoes, furniture, cigarettes, plas- 
tics, milk products and medi- 
cines. 

Israeli exports to the occupied 
territories slumped 'to 5600 mil- 
lion last year from $900 million in 
1987, official figures show. 

Standard of living falls 

But while the uprising has 
given Palestinians the chance to 
break into their own market, the 
daily violence that has killed 
more than 400 people has de- 
pressed the economy as a whole. 

The standard of living in the 
occupied territories has fallen by 
between 30 and 40 per cent amid 
protests and shootings. 

Curfews imposed by the army, 
often lasting days, prevent 
Palestinian store-owners from 
making sales and result in bounc- 
ing cheques for manufacturers. 

They are forced into overdraft, 
paying high interest to Israeli 
banks until shopowners are able 
to make payment. 

Israel doubles taxes 

Some companies add that 


Israeli tax authorities, in their 
economic crackdown on the upris- 
ing. have doubled their taxes. 

Employers also pay workers 
full salaries even during general 
strikes called by the uprising’s 
leaders. 

Muain Shahib, public relations 
manager of the Sinokrot Food 
Company, said employees were 
working an average of 12 days a 
month compared to 26 days be- 
fore the uprising. 

“Our sales have gone up, but 
our profits will go down,” said 
Shahib. “The strikes are a prob- 
lem. Sometimes stores go bank- 
rupt and we can’t collect our 
money. Sometimes workers need 
more money because of the situa- 
tion and we must pay.” 

But Smokrot’s sales have risen 
20 per cent and Shahib, in his 
plush office in Ramallah 's indust- 
rial zone, added: “The intifada 
(uprising) is a good thing for 
Arab companies and factories." 

Sinokrot has captured a marker 
of candy-coated chocolates in the 
occupied territories, once domin- 
ated by Israel’s top chocolate 
company. Elite. It cannot meet 
demand for some of its products, 
Shahib said. 

Some manufacturers have lost 
business in Israel as Jewish 
businesses stop ordering because 
of the uprising. Serop Obannes- 
sian, owner of a factory that 
makes paper products, said sales 



Palestinian woman at work in the Abasan biscuit factory in 
Gaza 


in Israel had dropped 30 per cent. 

Israelis impersonate 
Palestinians 

He added that his diaper line 
went out of business five months 
ago because it could not compete 
with an Israeli selling under Ara- 
bic names to pretend they were 
Palestinian. 


“We were very badly hurt. The 
consumer thinks it is a Palestinian 
West Bank product while <the 
Israeli manufacturer) is laughing 
his head off in Israel.” he said. 

But Ohannessian plans to 
bounce back with new diapers 
— and an advertising campaign 
trumpeting that they are the only 
ones made in the West Bank. . 


The tsetse meets its match 


By Sid Kane 


THE Rift Valley in southwest 
Kenya is a vast area characterised 
by long stretches of dry grass- 
lands. high plateaus and by small 
hands of Masai herdsmen who 
glance curiously at passing cars as 
they tend their livestock beneath 
the hot African sun. 

This is Masai country. Once 
you leave Kajaido and head west 
in the direction of Lake Magadi 
i misnamed, for it is only a large, 
dry salt bed), few signs of life are 
to be seen anywhere. Now and 
then one passes a herd of zebras 
or giraffes, or a manyata, a small 
Masai village, with its inevitable 
corral. Little else interrupts the 
semi-arid landscape except for 
the Masai's herds -of .Zebu cattle* ■' 
and goats, which move slowly 
across the plain. 

These domestic animals are of 
great importance to the Masai. 
Aside from providing essential 
meat and milk, they are a source 
of cash income, and their own- 
ership bestows social status as 
well. It is for these reasons that 
the Masai have labelled the tsetse 
fly an arch enemy, as have other 
owners of livestock throughout 
much of sub-Saharan Africa. 
Around the turn of the century, 
the fly was identified as carrying 
the dreaded parasites that cause 
African trypanosomiasis, a dis- 
ease that induces anemia and 
often leads to death in humans as 
well as livestock. 

Among humans, the affliction 
is commonly referred to as sleep- 
ing sickness. In livestock it is 
known as nagana. While sleeping 
sickness is not often reported in 
Kenya, only a few years ago 
farmers in the area of the Nguru- 
man Escarpment, 50 kilometres 
west of Lake Magadi, lost nearly 
half their cartle on account of 
nagana. Even though only one in 
a hundred flies carries the para- 
sites, their distinctive buzzing 
sound for the Masai has long 
been synonymous with danger. 

But "Masai villagers are now 
involved in an inventive control 
programme that has given them 
good reason to believe that the 
danger is waning. Since 1983, the 
Nairobi -based International Cen- 
tre for Insect Physiology and 
Ecology (ICIPE) has trapped mil- 
lions of flies in a 150 square 
kilometres test area in the Nguru- 
man region. 

The cloth traps, which have 
conical -shaped roofs and measure 
about 1.25 metres high by 1 metre 
wide, look like harmless, bright- 
coloured miniature tents from a 
distance. But harmless they are 
not. Each one is capable of cap- 
turing thousands of tsetse flies in 
a single afternoon. *'We have 
been making life increasingly 
complex for the tsetse,” says Dr. 
Thomas Odhiambo. who founded - 


ICIPE in 1970 with the aim of 
developing alternative insect con- 
trol strategies and alleviating hu- 
man hunger in Africa. Since its 
inception, the centre has received 
over 522 million in funding from 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). 

Meat production effected 

One-third of Africa’s land mass 
is home to the tsetse fly. Accord- 
ing to the World Health Orga- 
nisation, a major outbreak of 
human sleeping sickness at the 
beginning of the century killed 
nearly a half million people along 
the northern shores of Lake Vic- * 
toria. The dfcease later raged 
through western Kenya, southern 
Sudan and central Tanzania. To- 
day, it is estimated that 25,000 
Africans are infected each year, 
with the majority of cases occur- 
ring in Uganda and Zaire. If it 
weren’t for nagana, an additional 
1.5 million tons of meat would be 
produced in Africa annually — 
meat that would go a long way 
towards curbing hunger on a con- 
tinent where protein is in short 
supply. 

In the past, drastic measures 
have been tried in an effort to 
wipe out tsetse populations. In 
South Africa’s Zuiuland and in 
parts of Uganda, all animals that 
the fly feeds on were killed in an 
attempt to eliminate their food 
source. Entire forests in Nigeria 
were cleared to destroy their 
habitat. Harmful pesticides have 
been sprayed over infested areas, 
a strategy 'still in some use today. 
AU options fell far short of a 
solution. “Each was destructive, 
causing negative long-term ecolo- 
gical consequences,” says 
Odhiambo. 

While the tsetse has turned out 
to be a more complex and cun- 
ning foe than was once antici- 
pated, scientists are talking about 
controlling the growth of the 
pests, and even ridding them 
from areas populated by people 
and livestock. 

Scientists at ICIPE say that 
their strategy of trapping large 
numbers of tsetse flies is both 
environmentally safe and promis- 
ing for the future. “We are look- 
ing for a long-term solution,” 
says Dr. Leonard Otieno, leader 
of the Tsetse Research Program- 
me at ICIPE. “Spraying works, 
but within two or three months 
the flies are back. We have also 
been honing in on the behaviour 
of the tsetse and finding out such 
tilings as where they mate and 
where they lay their larvae.” 

While tsetse traps are not ex- 
actly new, two improvements in 
their design being introduced by 
ICIPE have markedly enhanced 
their performance, resulting in a 
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99 per cent reduction of the tsetse 
population in the control area 
since 1987. Experiments by a 
French scientist, Albert Challier. 
showed that the flies arc attracted 
to certain colours. Additional re- 
search revealed that they respond 
to scents as well. “Initially the 
flies are attracted by the odour of 
cow urine, which we chemically 
reproduce and place in a tin 
beside the trap." says Dr. Robert 
Dransfield. a senior research sci- - 
entist at ICIPE who is working on 
the Nguruman project. “Then 
they are drawn closer by the blue 
and black colouis of the trap’s 
walls.” 

Once they are lured inside the 
traps, the flies travel up through a 
narrow opening towards sunlight. 
Instead , pf finding,; ffiejedom 
however, they become caught in . t 
a polythene bag on the trap’s * 
roof, and die of heat exposure in 
minutes. 

At Nguruman, 221 traps were 
deployed in the kind of terrain 
that the tsetse likes to call home: a 
habitat typified by savannah 
woodlands and dry bush vegeta- 
tion. As a measure of die degree 
of tsetse infestation in the area 
before the programme began, 
each trap, at the start, was catch- 
ing about 5,000 flies per week. 
Now. the catch is down to about 
20 flies a week as the size of the 
tsetse population has been prog- 
ressively reduced. 

One local fanner recalls that 
before the traps were introduced, 
his cows were constantly agitated, 
always on the run from title fly’s 
nasty bite. As a result, they 
wouldn’t stop to feed for very 
long, and therefore couldn’t pro- 
duce milk. Now, he says, his cows 
are calmer, milk is being pro- 
duced at normal levels, and far- 
mers in the control area aren’t 
losing any livestock due to naga- 
na, a sharp contrast to just a few 
years ago. 

Ambitious project 

While this pleases Dransfield, 
be acknowledges that achieving 
successful results in the test area 
is a far cry from bringing control 
to the rest of Africa. “The idea is 
to reclaim infested land from the 
tsetse fly and then to prevent 
their reinvasion,” he says, sound- 
ing more like a military field 
commander than a research sci- 
entist. 

Preventing reinvasion means 
constructing a “barrier wall” of 
traps around reclaimed territory, 
positioning each one approx- 
imately 100 metres apart. The 
question remains: is it feasible to 
extend trap barriers over millions 
of kilometres of tsetse-infested 
Africa? No one has that ambi- 
tious a plan in mind, says Drans- 
field. “It will be more of a patch- 
work approach, where tsetse con- 
trol is advantageous and neces- 
sary.” 

Along with reclaiming infested 
land from the tsetse at Nguru- 
man, the field operation has 


helped ICIPE to better under- 
stand the fly’s behaviour and to 
build a computerised population 
model of the pest. The database 
will play an important part in 
adapting the control campaign to 
other tsetse-infested areas. “You 
have to know your population 
before you can predict and con- 
trol it,” says Odhiambo, a recent 
winner of the Africa Prize for 
Leadership for the Sustainable 
End of Hunger, which is awarded 
by the U-S.-based Hunger Pro- 
ject. 

If there were only one specie of 
tsetse fly. compiling a profile and 
mapping a control strategy would 
be relatively simple. But there 
are at least 21 different species, 
ead] mti? itjs own 
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others favour domestic animals. 
Some cany parasites that afflict 
only humans. Others infect only 
livestock. A small percentage of 
tsetse flies do not enter the traps, 
and no one has been able to 
determine why. It is hoped that 
the computer model, which has 
received funding from UNDP, 
will help to shod light on this 
problem. 

Studying behaviour and genetic 
traits in the laboratory has pro- 
vided scientists with additional 
dues as to how to thin out large 
tsetse populations. One recent 
breakthrough has been the dis- 
covery of a virus that makes 
tsetse flies sterile — but an 
adequate method of delivery has 
so far eluded researchers. Decod- 


ing and replicating tsetse com- 
munication signals is yet another 
lack that is being pursued, and 
which may one day lead to mak- 
ing tsetse traps even more for- 
midable. 

Satisfied with the results of the 
operation at Nguruman, scientists 
at IQ PE are currently preparing 
the next phase of the campaign: 
to transfer what they have 
learned to a section of the heavily 
tsetse-infested Kagera Basin, an 
area that runs across the borders 
of Burundi. Rwanda, Tanzania 
and Uganda. Located by Lake 
Victoria, the basin is resplendent 
with tropical forests, rivers and 
savanna, and has a high inddence 
of trypanosomiasis. 

I 

j-jjy.Li ’..t o*it. ,s 

Before progress- is made 
against the tsetse population in 
Kagera, some basic questions will 
have to be answered. Are hu- 
mans in the area at risk as well as 
livestock? Will the tsetse flies 
encountered there favour the 
same domestic animals as in 
Nguruman? And perhaps most 
important, will the same trap 
work as well with a different 
strain of fly, which is likely to be 
found there? “We’re optimistic,” 
says Dr. Otieno, “but we don't 
know for sure.” 

On the eve of the Kagera op- 
eration, members of ICIPE team 
remain confident. "We now have 
the beginnings of a technology 
that we can apply and use in the 
field, and it will be developed 


Deformed birds show 
impact of pollution 


on Great Lakes 


By Andrew Stern 

Reuter 

CHICAGO — Airborne pollu- 
tants in North America's great 
lakes are causing freakish, often 
fata], deformities among several 
types of water bird, environmen- 
talists say. 

Researchers are finding un- 
usually high numbers of terns, 
cormorants and herons in the 
Great Lakes region bom with 
abnormalities including crossed 
beaks and organs that develop 
outside the body. 

The Sierra Club, a major pri- 
vate U.S. environmentalist 
group, recently issued findings 
from Michigan State University 
researchers that linked the che- 
micals found in the eggs of water- 
fowl to the congenital deformi- 
ties. 

Wildlife nearer to the top of 
the food chain, including eagles, 
otters and minks that eat con- 
taminated fish, are also being 
poisoned, according to scientists 
and environmental experts from 
various organisations and govern- 
ment agencies. 

They say the species are gra- 
dually disappearing from around 
the lakes because the toxic che- 
micals suppress their reproduc- 
tive cycles. 

The immediate threat to hu- 
mans from toxic poisons in the 
great lakes — the source of drink- 
ing water for 30 million people — 
comes primarily from eating fish. 
Most states in the region issue 
guidelines about the maximum 
amount of specific fish which can 
be consumed on a weekly or 
monthly basis. 


And there are fears about the 
ultimate harmful affects of the 
odourless, tasteless and invisible 
poisons that lace the lakes on 
people who rely on the world’s 
largest collective body of fresh 
water. " 

A study conducted a decade 
ago on the children of women 
who had eaten significant 
amounts of fish from Lake Michi- 
gan found babies did not respond 
well to stimulus and had other 
developmental problems. 

Until fairly recently, it was 
widely believed that the Great 
Lakes bad become cleaner with 
the improvement of sewage treat- 
ment throughout the region. 

Even algae-choked Lake Erie, 
which scientists declared “dead" 
more than a decade ago because 
the nutrients from raw sewage 
had spawned unrestrained plant 
growth, cleared up enough so 
that Cleveland beaches could be 
reopened. 

But accumulation of chemicals 
such as polychlorinated 
biphenyls, or PCBs. in the water, 
plants, fish and other wildlife is 
now recognised as a potentially 
more serious, longer term 
problem. 

“There’s less sewage but more 
poison,” said the Sierra Club's 
Great Lakes federal policy direc- 
tor Jane Elder. “Fish are back, 
birds are back, the basic compo- 
nents of life are there. The ques- 
tion is: can we sustain it?" she 
told reporters. 

PCBs. which have been used in 
a variety of industries, are now 
banned in many countries. 

They generally do not mix with 
water but accumulate in organic 


material. The'poisons build up in 
sediments and micro-organisms 
in lake beds in fatty tissues of 
fish, thus climbing the food chain. 

Elder said the Great Lakes 
pollution, could need a multi- 
billion dollar “underwater super- 
fond” programme to clean up. 

In Minnesota, monitors disco- 
vered that some rainfalls and 
snowfalls last year* violated en- 
vironmental protection agency 
water quality standards for mer- 
cury, a chemical that causes birth 
defects and, when broken down, 
is water soluble. 

Studies of more isolated areas 
of the Great Lakes show that 
while industrial dumping into the 
lakes has been significantly re- 
duced, chemicals dispersed from 
old dump sites and then carried 
by “toxic rain” — a variation on 
the “acid rain" problem — may 
pose a wider, even global threat. 

“We hear a lot about the 
greenhouse affect and the ozone 
problem, but not a lot about air 
toxics,” said Cameron Davis, a 
researcher with the Lake Michi- 
gan Federation, one of several 
groups dedicated to cleaning up 
the Lakes. 

A Sierra Club report last May 
entitled, “sweet water: bitter 
rain,” outlined the risk of air- 
borne pollutants. It painted to 
the presence of pesticides such as 
DDT, banned years ago in the 
United States, in lake superior, 
fish, which Elder said could mean 
the deadly chemical was being 
carried thousands of miles from 
Mexico and Central America. 

Some scientists believe mods 
carry chemicals to the Great 
Lakes from as far away as Asia. 
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further,” says Dr. Odhiambo. 
“We hope it can be extended into 
all ol Kagera, then into other 
puts of Africa, such as the more 
arid areas of Zambia or Somalia, 
where tsetse flies may have diffe- 


rent characteristics.” 

Central to the success of the 
entire campaign is the participa- 
tion of many local residents who 
must be recruited and trained by 
IQPE to help run the traps in the 


field. “We are talking about an 
operation that in the long run will 
have to be sustained by the peo- 
ple themselves,” says Dr. Drans- 
field. “It has to in order to 
succeed.” — UNDP Journal. 
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Developing nations demand lower interest rates 


WASHINGTON (R) — Developing nations said 
Sunday that lower international interest rates were 
indispensable to stem the drain of resources from 
poor to rich nations that was aggravating the world 
debt crisis. 


The finance ministers of the 
Group of 24 (G-24), developing 
nations from Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, also called for 
rapid implementation of pew 
debt initiatives to reduce the 
Third World's $1.3 trillion debt. 

“Seven years after its eruption, 
the debt crisis continues to cast a 
dark shadow of uncertainties over 
the economies and the political 
future of a large number of severe- 
ly indebted countries," a G-24 
communique said. 

“Ministers pointed out that the 
overall external debt situation is 
critical," limiting the develop- 
ment prospects of their nations, it 
said. 

Gabon’s Finance Minister Fa- 
bian Ovono-Ngoua, the G-24 
chairman, told a news conference 
that the persistent rise in interest 
rates over the last 18 months was 
adding to an already unsustain- 
able debt-service burden. 

For that reason it is indispens- 
able for the industrial countries to 
apply less stringent monetary 
policies than they have up to 
now." Ovono-Ngoua said. 


The chairman said the emph- 
asis in the policy of industrialised 
nations should be on lower in- 
terest rates and economic growth, 
which would support the recovery 
efforts of the developing nations. 

A Brazilian official said earlier 
that the rising interest rate bad 
wiped out all die gains made by 
debtor nations in renegotiating 
the terms with which they pay 
their debt. 

The G-24 ministers also fo- 
cused on the U.S. debt reduction 
initiative that was announced by 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady on March 10 and was still 
meeting resistance from 
Washington European industrial 
allies. 

The G-24 ministers said any 
such programme should explicitly 
cover all severely indebted coun- 
tries. Washington has proposed 
that the Brady plan be im- 
plemented on a countiy-by-coun- 
try basis, benefitting those na- 
tions that have implemented eco- 
nomic reform programmes. 

“We are certain that it (the 
Brady plan) will bear fruit be- 


6 Only God’ can take 
Harrods from Fayed 


LONDON ( AP) — Egyptian mil- 
lionaire Mohammad Al Fayed, 
enmeshed in controversy about 
his takeover of Harrods, told 
reporters Sunday that no one 
would take the British depart- 
ment store from him — “only 
God." 

AI Fayed and his brothers 
bought the House of Fraser stores 
— including Harrods — in 1985 for 
SI .03 billion after the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission 
thwarted repeated purchasing 
attempts by Lonrho PLC. 

Since then, Lonrho, a British 
conglomerate headed by Tiny 
Rowland, has waged a campaign 
to have the takeover reversed, 
alleging the Al Fayed made false 
representations about their 
wealth and origins to make their 
bid. The brothers deny the allega- 
tions. 

The battle burst back into the 


news last week when the govern- 
ment obtained a court order 
blocking publication of a special 
edition of the Observer newspap- 
er entirely to the long-running 
dispute. 

The newspaper, owned by 
Lonrho, said it was printing what 
it claimed were long extracts 
from an unreleased government 
report on the matter. 


Al Fayed, who played host to a 
private party Sunday at Harrods, 
was persistently questioned by 
reporters and finally smiled and 
responded, “I paid cash. My 
check never bounced.” 

“I own the shop and nobody 
ever will be able to take it away, 
only God," he asserted. 

“How can I give it up? FU 
never give it up,” he said jovially. 
*Tm making plans to be buried 
on the top.” 


OPEC may raise oil 
output if prices stabilise 


KUWAIT ( AP) — The Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) will consider 
increasing its output ceiling of 
18.5 million barrels a day if oil 
prices stabilise at the reference 
price of S18 or more in June, 
■OPEC's President Rilwanu Luk- 
man was quoted Monday as 
saying in an interview with the 
daily Al Watan. 

“if we found oil prices in June 
stabilised at the level of $18 a 
barrel or more, we would in- 
crease the organisation's produc- 
tion ceiling. Otherwise, the refer- 
ence price will remain as it is. We 
cannot predict what is going to 
happen in the coming two 
months." Lukman said. 

Ian Seymour, editor of the 
weekly Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES), reported from 
Vienna that confidence in prices 
was melting resistance to a boost 


in the production ceiling. 

“This great confidence on the 
price front... made Iran and 
Algeria more open than might 
have been expected to the idea of 
a sizable boost in the OPEC 
production ceiling for the second 
half of the year." MEES reported 
in its April 3 edition. 

OPEC officials expect a boost 
of between one million and 1.5 
million barrels to be agreed on at 
the June meeting, MEES said. 

Lukman, who is also Nigeria’s 
oil minister, was interviewed in 
Vienna where he last week 
attended a meeting of eight 
OPEC oil ministers forming the 
group’s market monitoring and 
longterm strategy committee. 

The group's president doused 
the significance of last week's 
market price hitting the $18 price 
per barrel, an increase of $5 a 
barrel since last November. 
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He said he did not consider 
that an increase in prices. “What 
happened is that the price... 
touched OPEC’s official price of 
$18 a barrel," he said. “The 
prices of certain crude grades 
have exceeded those of other 
crudes. This happens occasionally 
because of changing circumst- 
ances.” 


OPEC, he pointed out, takes 
into consideration a basket of 
crudes in calculating prices. 
“According to this concept, o3 
prices did not rise,” Lukman 
said. 

“We in OPEC want to be 
realistic. We don’t want prices to 
rise in jumps or to collapse,'* he 
said. 
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cause it flows from consultations 
among countries,” Ovono-Ngoua 
said. 


The G-24 ministers said the 
IMFs financial base should be 
strengthened as it would have an 
enhanced role in solving the debt 
problem. 

But the G-24 chairman refused 
to go into details of how the 
developing nations thought debt 
reduction should be achieved. 
The European nations have ob- 
jected to a major public role in 
resolving the crisis, saying that 
should be left up to agreements 
between commercial banks and 
debtor nations. 

“Ministers reaffirmed that the 
satisfactory resolution of the debt 
problem is essential to the suc- 
cessful pursuit of structural 


adjustment programmes,” the 
communique said. 

The G-24 minis ters also urged 
that financing options that some 
middle-income debtor nations 
have beoefitted from be made 
available to all indebted nations, 
particularly the African nations. 

IMF says debt reduction no 

easy cure for Third World 

The IMF said that new plans to 
reduce the Third World’s debt 
burden could only work if de- 
veloping nations put their econo- 
mies in order. 

“While reductions in the debt 
burden may help to improve con- 
ditions in some of the most highly 
indebted countries, such mea- 
sures are no panacea,” the IMF 
wrote in its spring assessment of 
the world economy. 


“The most substantial con- 
tribution to a strengthened debt 
strategy will have to come from 
the debtor countries themselves,” 
it noted. 

It was unlikely a blanket 
scheme for debt forgiveness 
would provide appropriate incen- 
tives for debtor nations to pursue 
the economic reforms necessary 
for growth, it said. 


The hard-line report also says 
industrial powers must act to re- 
duce serious economic imba- 
lances to help the developing 
world increase growth and im- 
prove its creditworthiness. 

Jacob Frenkel, the fund’s eco- 
nomic counsellor and head of 
research, told reporters: “Eco- 
nomists have not yet found a way 
to deal with a deeply imbedded 


structural problem without caus- 
ing some hardship on some sec- 
tors in society.” 

He said it would be extremely 
imprudent for Latin American 
policy-makers “to promise a free 
lunch when there is none.” 

The IMF has come under critic- 
ism from countries in Latin 
America — saddled with more 
than $400 trillion of foreign inan^ 
— and Africa far demanding 
harsh economic reforms. 


Venezuelan President Carlos 
Andres Perez has stopped short 
of Warning the IMF directly for 
price riots throughout the country 
m late February which led to 300 
deaths but has criticised the “un- 
just” international financial' 
system. 

The IMFs outlook says many 


IMF warns of i 


, trade imbalances 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The powerful global economic 
expansion, now in its seventh 
year, will be in jeopardy unless 
inflation is controlled and trade 
imbalances are reduced, the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) said Monday. 

Although the rise in interest 
rates in the past year could upset 
currency markets, increase the 
burden of Third World debt and 
hinder growth in developing 
countries, the Washington-based 
fund said more harsh medicine 
might be needed. 

“The tightening of monetary 
conditions daring 1988 has helped 
to reduce the danger of a signifi- 
cant pick-up in inflation during 
the period ahead. However, 
policymakers should be prepared 
to take additional steps should 
inflation fail to moderate as en- 
visaged,” the IMFs staff said in 
their semi-annual World Econo- 
mic Outlook. 


The fund said the harsh con- 
sequences of higher interest rates 
might be avoided if the United 
States took urgent steps to cut its 
huge budget deficit, n necessary 
by raising taxes. 

It said the Bush administra- 
tion’s deficit forecasts were opti- 
mistic and warned it might not 
foil much in the medium term 
unless new deficit-reduction mea- 
sures were taken. 

Staunching the flow of red 
budget ink, which would take 
some steam out of the import- 
thirsty U.S. economy, was also 
essential to achieve better ba- 
lance in world trade, it added. 

In a sombre analysis, the fund 
said the deficit in the U.S. current 
account, the broadest measure of 
trade, was likely to widen from 
$135.3 billion in 1988 to $1393 
billion this year and to $156.6 
billion in 19*90. 

At the same time the mirxor- 
image surpluses of Japan and 
West Germany would grow, it 
said. 

“On the basis of current poli- 


cies and exchange rates, these 
imbalances are likely to remain 
large into the 1990s, which would 
involve a significant risk of insta- 
bility in financial markets, accom- 
panied by higher inflation and a 
slowdown in growth,” the fund 
report added. 

The risk is that foreign inves- 
tors might refuse at some point to 
keep financing the U.S. deficit 
unless they could buy dollars 
more cheaply or get higher in- 
terest rates on the money they 
lend. If that were to happen, the 
market reaction could be so vio- 
lent as to endanger economic 
growth, the IMF said. 

After Expanding a surprisingly 
strong 4.1 per cent in 1988, the 
main industrial countries were 
projected to grow 3.3 per cent 
this year and 2.9 per cent in 1990. 

Inflatio n was likely to pick up 
to 3.8 per cent from 3.2 per cent 
in 1988 before slowing down to 
3.5. per cent in 1990 under the 
impact of the recent rise in in- 
terest rates. 

But the fund said there was a 
risk inflation could turn out to be 
higher. Indeed, officials said the 
IMF recently revised its estimate 
of U.S. inflation upward because 
of rising oil prices and higher 
consumer prices in early 1989. 

It now projects U.S. inflation 
will rise from 4.1 per cent in 1988 
to 4.7 per cent this year and 4.9 
per cent in 1990. 

Jacob Frenkel, director of the 
fund's research department, said 
central bankers had done an ex- 
emplary job last year but warned 
that once the inflation genie gets 
out of the bottle it is hard to pot 
back. 

“Once you recognise inflation 
in die numbers, it’s too late,” he 
told reporters. Frenkel called for 
a tighter U.S. fiscal policy, so that 
the U.S. central bank does not 
have to bear all the burden of 
restraining inflation. 

Central bankers can perhaps 
fight five rounds with one hand 
tied behind their backs, but not 
10, be said. 


To avoid a further rise in in- 
terest rates that would sap growth 
and add to the debt burden on 
developing countries, the IMF 
recommended a series of policies 
for the main countries. 

— The United States must 
make a “decisive" effort to cut its 
budget deficit, which the IMF 
said is likely to total $148 billion 
in 1990, $21 billion more than 
Bush forecasts. 

— West Germany has little 
scope to tackle its big trade sur- 
plus and .high unemployment 
through government spending or 
lower interest rates, but it could 
spur growth by freeing up its 
goods and labour markets. 

— Japan also needs to remove 
obstacles to economic efficiency, 
such as its restrictive land-use 
policies. And if the U.S. budget 
deficit is cut considerably, a rise 
in the yen could help to reduce 
Japan's trade surplus without 
fuelling U.S. inflation. 

But in present circumstances 
the export surge that a lower 
dollar would trigger would mere- 
ly stoke inflation by overburden- 
ing factories that are already 
operating close to capacity, the 
IMF said. 

The IMF inflation forecast for 
Japan was as usual the lowest for 
the biggest countries: 1.4 per cent 
in 1989 and 1.2 per cent in 1990. 

Predictions for most West 
European countries were higher 
than for the United States. 

West Germany was . seen 1 , asr, 
remaining at 23 per cent for both 
years, but greater rises were seen 
for other Europeans: 6.6 in 1989 
and 5.8 in 1990 for Britain, 6.1 
and five for Italy, and 3.2 and 2.5 
for France. These rates were 
higher than those for 1988, except 
for Britain’s six per cent in that 
year. 

The fund perceived inflation 
closely linked to the problem of . 
the Third World’s $13 trillion ' 
debt. Fear of inflation has made 
the Federal Reserve system — 
the U.S. central bank — encour- 
age higher rates in the attempt to 


thwart it. 

The fund saw a risk that infla- 
tion may be higher than previous- 
ly predicted because ot 

— Demand for goods oon- 
thming to grow foster than the 
capacity to produce them. 

— A hi gher-than-expected rise 
in prices for raw materials. 

— More expectation of price 
rises because of larger amounts of 
Msh in circulation. Prophecies of 
inflation can be self -fulfilling . 

The fund d asses 21 of its 151 
members as industrial. The other 
130 are listed as “developing 
countries,” though many of mem 
have “developed” lower produc- 
tion and living standards in recent 
years. 

Lower living standards 

For these Third World areas, 
which are also the most heavily . 
indebted, the outlook was much 
more pessimistic. The predictions 
indicated a Anther drop in the 
low standard of living in many 
areas. 

The fund found that, overall, 
their production last year in- 
creased by even less than what 
the fund called its earlier “cau- 
tious expectations.” Last April, it 
predicted their output would rise 
by 3.7 per cent in 1988 and 3.9 
this year. Now it thinks tire in- 
crease will be only 3.3 per cent in 
1989 but 4.2 per cent in 1990. 

These figures compare with an 
average of 53 per cent a year in 
{he 197Qs v Thpygh ^th«r percen- 
tages are small, they are impor- 
tant because they apply to huge 
amounts of goods. In the U.S., 
one percentage point of growth is 
equal to increased production 
worth $50 billion. 

The low predictions for the 
Third World mean that some 
average incomes will continue to 
go down as they have in many' 
African countries since the 1960s 
and in most of Latin America 
during the 1980s. 

The fund said growth in most 
Third World countries will be 
weak this year. 


Leading countries support Brady plan 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Seven 
leading industrialised nations 
have endorsed a new U.S. debt 
relief plan for the Third World, 
clearing the way for U.S. officials 
to push its approval by the World 
Bank and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

The endorsement Sunday by 
America's major allies was the 
first step in a sales strategy put 
together by the administration of 
President George Bush. U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady takes the proposal before 
meetings this week of the steering 
committees, of the 151-nation 
IMF and the World Bank. 

The IMF and World Bank play 
key roles in implementation of 
the new debt relief approach, 
which the a dminis tration hopes 
will shave the current 'debt bur- 
den by 20 per cent. 

The endorsement was con- 
tained in a joint communique 
issued by the United States, 
Japan, West Germany, Britain, 
France, Canada and Italy follow- 
ing almost eight hours of dosed- 
door discussions Sunday between 
Brady and finance officials from 
the seven countries. 

“Debt strategy should be 


strengthened by placing greater 
emphasis on voluntary debt relief 
and debt service reduction in 
agreement with the commercial 
banks as a complement to new 
lending,” the finance ministers 
said. 

Brady ..said be pleased with the 
endorsement, saying it was un- 
usually detailed on what 
approaches now need to be taken 
and very specific on the need for 
prompt action by the internation- 
al lending agencies. 

“There was broad support for 
strengthening the debt strategy 
along the lines of the U.S. prop- 
osals,” Brady told reporters af- 
ter the meeting endea. 

A senior treasury official, who 
briefed reporters, said that while 
the communique did not mention 
specific support to be provided by 
other countries, he expected such 
announcements would be made 
later in the week. The administra- 
tion is looking for countries run- 
ning large surpluses, such as 
Japan, to offer to support the 
debt redaction effort by provid- 
ing money for new loam. 

The Brady plan represents a 
major departure from the debt 
approach pursued by the adminis- 


tration of former president 
Ronald Reagan, which had repe- 
atedly rejected proposals for 
broad-based debt forgiveness. 

The $13 trillion burden of 
Third World debt has crippled 
the economies of developing na- 
tions and sparked economic and 
political unrest in many emerging 
democracies in Latin America. 

In other comments, the seven 
industrialised countries reaf- 
firmed their commitment to sta- 
bilise the dollar, saying either a 
sharp increase or decline in the 
currency’s value would be seen as 
harmful to worldwide economic 
growth and would trigger joint 
intervention by the nations to buy 
or sell dollars. 

The co on tries also told the 
United States that it needs to do 
more to reduce its huge budget 
deficits and said countries, such 
as Japan, which were running 
Large trade surpluses, should con- 
tinue to promote domestic de- 
mand in order to provide markets 


for foreign goods. 

The administration has esti- 
mated that over the next three 
years the Brady plan could wipe 
out about $70 billion of the $340 
billion in debt owed by 39 of the 
most heavily indebted countries. 
,The IMF and World Bank 
would be expected to contribute 
together between $20 billion and 
$25 billion to back the debt re- 
duction effort with the United 
States looking to Japan and other 
countries running large trade sur- 
pluses to assist m me effort by 
making new loans. 

U.S. officials have indicated 
that Mexico, Venezuela and the 
Philippines likely would be 
among the first beneficiaries of 
any debt relief strategy. 

Debtor nations are already 
complaining that the plan does 
not go far enough to provide 
relief. Some experts have raid 
that any attack on the problem 
will have to write off 50 per cent 
or more of the debt. 



Soviets open trade office in SeouJ 


SEOUL (AP) — The Soviet Union opened its first trade office in 
South Korea Monday, becoming the third communist country to do 
so, the state-run Korea Trade Promotion Corp. said. Officials said 
.the Soviet trade office was set up under an agreement 
between the state-run trade organisation and the Soviet chamber of 
commerce in Moscow on Dec. 1 last year. The two countries have 
yet to establish formal ties. The trade officials said South Korea 
will open its trade office in Moscow next week. Hungar y and 
Yugoslavia last year opened trade offices in Seoul and Poland and 
Bulgaria were slated to open Korean trade offices in a month, the 
officials said. In 1988, South Korea exported $99.6 million worth of 
goods including electric home appliances, textiles and steel 
products to the Soviet Union, while it imported $158 million of 
Soviet goods, including aluminium ingots, cotton and other yarns 
and pulp. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 sitting rooms, living room 
with central heating and telephone. 

Two minutes walk from Shmeisani shopping centre. 


For more information please call 823441, 
823442 Amman 


heavily indebted nations foiled to 
benefit from last year’s stronger 
than expected 4.1 per cent world 
gio w th and warned a recent rise 
in short-term interest rates could 
complicate tackling the debt 
crisis.. 

The fond says the debt strategy 
has to reverse die flow of funds 
out of the developing world. It 
proposed a combination of in- 
creased from tiie pri- 

vate^ and public sectors, deter- 
mined efforts to reverse capital 
flight and further development of 
ways to reduce the burden of 
foreign loans. 


Debt redaction schemes so far, 
either wifo countries buying back 
their loans from banks at a dis- 
count or swapping them for ’ 
bonds, have cut tne obligations of 
the IS most heavily indebted 
countries tty a just $20 bflfiou. 

The outlook says the debt 
strategy employed in past years 
has reduced the danger of wide- 
spread defaults and_ a break-' 
down of tiie international pay- 
ments OlfftMMM* 1 "- 


But it addes: “The prospects 
for many developing countries 
remain clouded by jbeir heavy 
debt rervidng burden.” 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Poland ups petrol prices by over 30% 


WARSAW (R) — Poland increased the price of petrol by more 
than 30 per cent Sunday in a bid to contain excessive buying, the 
official FAJP news agency said. The price of one litre of the 
94-octane petrol used by most Polish drivers went up from 190 
zloties (33 cents) to 250 zloties (44 cents). On Jan. 1, P oland 
increased the price of petrol tty more than 50 per cent while lifting 
its eight-year-long rati oning under which drivers were allowed on 
average 36 litres per month. PAP said petrol sales last month were 
38 per cent higher than in March 1988. 


Three states to mint coins in Mexico 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexico’s mint will produce coins and 
blanks for Costa Rica, Turkey and Algeria, the government news 
agency Notimex announced Sunday. Notimex, quoting an 
announcement by the aunt, said that Algeria had contracted with 
Mexico to mint two million steel blanks for its coinage. Costa Rica 
renewed its contract for Mexico to make 20 million steel corns for 
the third consecutive year. The mint also said that Mexico is 
finishing up coins for Turkey and hoped to soon sign contracts to 
mint corns for the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras and 
Uruguay. 


Peru devalues inti by 16.6 per cent 


LIMA (AP) — The government has devalued its currency by 16.6 
per cent, seeking to boost exports and reduce deficit spending. 
Officials say the fiscal and trade deficits are the leading causes of 
inflation, which, hit a record high of 1,722 per cent last year. The 
economy ministry said March consumer prices rose 42 per cent 
over price levels the month previous. The government has said that 
inflation will continue to increase in the short term due to decreed 
price increases, but will eventually decline as the economy' 
stabilises. Last week,' the government increased the prices of 
gasoline and subsidised foods, such as wheat, cooking oil and rice# 
an average of 20 per cent. The devaluation, announced in the 
official gazette El Peruano, pushed the official rate of the inti to 
1,440 tto the dollar, compared with 1300 previously. 


Report predicts oil boom for Britain 


LONDON (AP) — Britain will experience a second oil boom in the 
-next decade and will remain a self-sufficient oil nation into the 21st 
century, stockbrokers County Natwest Wood-MAC has predicted. 
The firm said Britain’s North Sea oil production should rise sharply 
again by the mid-1990s, driven by 42 potential developments and 
investments of £14 billion (nearly $24 billion). >• 
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AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, April 3, 1989 
Central Bank nBkhi rates 


U-S. dollar 
Pound Staling 
Deutschemark 


Swiss bane 



SeD 

French franc 

84 3 

85.2 


mo 

901.7 

5424) 

911.4 

Japanese yen (foe 100) 
Dutch guilder 

406-4 

2523 

411.2 

255.2 

1* -» 

284J 

287.5 

Swedish crown 

83.6 

84.4 


Italian Era (foe 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 

38.8 

39.2 

" 

324.3 

328.0 

135.9 

137.4 

L ; . 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.6770/80 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1910/20 

Canadian dollar 

1.8910/17 

Deutscbemarks 

2.1303/13 

Dutch' guilders 

1.6583/93 

Swiss francs 

3938/61 

Belgian francs 

6.3720/70 

French francs 

1386/1387 

Italian tire 

132.40/50 

Japanese yen 

6.4260/310 

Swedish crowns 

6.8570/620 

Norwegian crowns 

7.3500/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 385.10/385.60 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Prices drifted lower on slim volume. High interest 
rates and the Australian dollar’s strength kept many investors 
away. The AD-Ordinaries Index slipped 7.1 to 1,4523. 

TOKYO — Prices surged up in brisk trade on heavy seasonal 


demand at the start of the Japanese fiscal year. The Nikkei Index 
climbed 203.39 to 33,042.07 its fourth successive record close. 
HONG KONG — Prices drifted lower in dull and quiet trade. One ] 
broker said he expected the market to remain in the doldrums. 
The Hang Seng Index lost 17.77 to 2,987-21. 

SINGAPORE — Prices dosed lower on profit-taking after some - 
recent rises. The Straits Times Industrial Index shed 231 ti> ; 
1,18737. ■ 

BOMBAY — Share prices continued last week’s rally behind* 
market leader Tata Steel on heavy speculative buying on rumours 
the government was considering removing controls on steel 
pricing. Tata shares shot op 323 rupees to 1370. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended sharply higher in the most active 
Frankfurt trading in weeks,- as investors’ interest rate fears 
retreated. The 30-share real-time Dax Index dosed up 21.69 at 
1,344.35. 

ZURICH —- Share prices dosed higher across the board -as 
sentiment improved. The All-Share Index broke through the 
psychological 1,000 points barrier far the first time since October 
1987 ta finish up 7.0 at 1,005.1. 


PARIS — French share prices ended higher after operators took 7 ; 
some comfort from tire G-7 countries' apparent resolve toV 
maintain currency stability but trading, remained dnn. TWY 
50-share Bourse indicat or rose 0.6S per emit up. 


LONDON — Share prides were mixed in low afternoon volume 
after earlier volatility. A mixed tone b n Wall Street gave no extra 
impetus. By 1521 GMT, the FISE was 2&up-at 2,077.8. 

NEW YORK — Stocks were mostly lower but- Bine Chips 
advanced. Merger stocks featured. Tire dollar fell oa G-seven 
nations’ comments that a further rise would be c-coufeer-fxoductive. 
The Dow was up five at 2399. ^ 
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Sports 


Canada drugs Inquiry 
set to last until June 


TORONTO (AP) — The Cana- 
dian inquiry into drugs and athle- 
tics, resuming Monday after sen- 
sational testimony on steroid use, 
has much ground to cover before 
hearing Ben Johnson’s account of 
what led to his positive test at the 
Seoul Olympics. 

Also awaited, and still weeks 
from appearing is Dr. Jamie 
Astaphan, the physician narrow 
as the supplier of anabolic ster- 
oids for the star sprinter and 
other top Canadian athletes. 

While the inquiry took a two- 
week break, Astaphan said he 
would “spill every detail at the 
inquiry." 

“When I testify, people will see 
and understand me truth about 
track and field," he said from hi* 
home on the Caribbean island of 
St. Kitts. 

Astaphan said steroid use was 
rampant at Seoul, where Johnson 
tested positive for stanozolol. 

“If there was any athlete not on 
them (steroids), they were prob- 
ably from Sri Lanka or Timbuktu 
or some other Godforsaken 
place," he said. 

Johnson’s only public co mm ent 
since being stripped of bis Olym- 
pic gold medal after the positive 
test was that he never knowingly 
used illegal drugs to enhance Ms 
performance. 

The federal government 
formed the commission of inquiry 
into the use of drum and banned 
practices intended to increase 
athletic performance after a posi- 
tive test turned Canadian celebra- 
tion of Johnson's stunning, 9.79- 
second 100-metre race at Seoul 
into disgrace. 

Johnson’s lawyer, Ed Futer- 
man, has indicated that In his 
cross-examination he will portray 
his client as an athlete with li- 
mited education who trusted his 


coach. 

The coach, Charlie Frauds, de- 
tailed in a dramatic eight-day 
appearance steroid use by 13 of 
ms athletes dating back to 1979. 
He said Johnson first tried the 
banned substances in 1981 and 
continued to use then within 
weeks of the 1988 Olympics. 

But Francis said the positive 
test for stanozolol was a surprise. 

The other testimony about in- 
jections given to Johnson came 
from women's sprinter Angella 
Taylor Issajenko and her hus- 
band, former runner Tony 
Issajenko. The longtime women's 
champion said she decided to 
start using steroids in 1979 and 
listed an array of substances used 
over the yean. 

Presiding judge Charles Dnbin 
has said the hearings, are not a 
trial and are not aimed at one 
athlete or even one sport. He said 
they are intended as a sweeping 
look at amateur sports and the 
pressures that may be encourag- 
ing young athletes to cheat. 

Starting Monday, there is ex- 
pected to be three weeks of testi- 
mony before a one-week break at 
the end of April. No witness 
schedule is released beforehand, 
but Astaphan and Johnson are 
expected to be among the last to 
appear in May, Jane or possibly 
later. 

Francis said he condnded a 
decade ago that steroids were 
being used by virtually everyone 
at the top levels of international 
competition and his athletes were 
justified in taking them to keep 
pace. 

He ended his testimony with an 
appeal for the problem to be 
recognised and addressed instead 
of being continually denied. 

“We’re awash in a sea of de- 
nials," Francis said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

61MB Inborn tMh SmKm, hw. 


EXPLORE ALL POSStBIUTDES 


7 

0 

* 

WEST 

* Q 7 6 3 
S 7 

0 Q I 

* 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

• A 42 
15 4 
AK96S 
JS 

EAST 
* 10 9S 
<7 J 10 963 
0 J-10 8 

AQ 10 643+92 
SOUTH 

* K J5 

9 A K Q2 
0 743 
4X75 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pan 3 NT Pan 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of ♦ 

It’s again time to test your dum- 
my-play technique. Cover the East- 
West cards and decide how you 
would play three no trump after 
West leads a low chib. 

The first problem is what to play 
from dummy az the first trick. You 
have one sure dub stopper no mat- 
ter what you do. If West is leading 
away from the ace-queen of chibs,, 
you win have a second, positional 
stopper provided you play the jack 
from dummy. You do and it holds. 
Now what? 

You have eight fast tricks. You 
can develop a ninth if the spade 


finesse succeeds, if the hearts are 3- 
3, or by setting up long cards in 

diamonds. What are the risks! 

You Cannae 'afford to let East 
gain the lead, because a cinb 
through the king wfl] inevitably sink 
the contract. So at trick two try the 
spade finesse. That loses to the 
queen and a spade comes back. You 
win. in hand- Whatjie*t7 . 

You can’t affortL to go after . 
hearts— if the suit doesn’t break. 
West might be able to get rid of an 
embarrassing diamond. So kad a 
low diamond toward dummy. If 
West plays low, rise with the long; if 
West produces the queen, let Mm 
hold the trick. Both defenders fol- 
low low. How do you continue? 

Yon have to get back to test the Be 
of the diamonds. Come to hand 
with a heart and play another dia- 
mond- When West produces the 
queen, let him hold the trick and, if 
East follows, claim your contract. If 
West does not produce the queer, 
take the ace and cash two more high 
hearts. If the suit splits, you’re 
home. If it doesn't, lead a third 
diamond and hope West must win. 
He mutt then either exit with a 
spade, which allows you to cash the 
winning diamonds, or else lead a 
dub, which will permit you to score 
the king and enjoy the diamonds in 
dummy. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“We can’t keep up with the Joneses 
anymore. They just got a car 
phone for their lawn tractor." 


Unaerambto mass lour Jumbiea, 
ooa letter to each square, to Ibim 
lour oidnory words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
s try Henri Arnold and Bob Lee' 
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Now »ranpe me dieted letters to 
(arm the srnpnsa answer, as sag- 
gesttd by the ataw cartoon. 


Answer /m, 


.armxrrn 


(Answers tomomw4 

ykMwrtb/. | JunWStt PETCH Qua* AMAZON CANNED 
^ ' Ahmk Fh to be wan ueaoc m tins— EPEN 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Fitter Jansher upsets Jahangir 

MONACO (R) — Jansher Khan used his superior fitness to upset 
world champion and feflow-Pakistani Jahangir Khan in the final 
of the Monte Carlo Open Squash Tournament on Sunday. 
Jansher triumphed in a tight two-hour battle that went the full five 
games and gained a valuable psychological boost ahead of the 
British Open starting on April 12. The 7-15, 15-11, 7-15, 15-12, 
15-7 win gave Jansher his first Grand Prix victory of the year and 
was sweet revenge for his heavy defeat to Jahangir in Spain two 
weeks ago. 

Jordan at point guard has 5th triple double 

NEW YORK (AP) — Michael Jordan, playing point guard for 
the 13th straight game, had his fifth consecutive triple-double 
Sunday as the Chicago Bulls defeated the hapless New Jersey 
Nets 106-95. Jordan had 28 points, 14 rebounds and 12 assists in 
leading the Bulls to their 10th victory in the last 12 contests. For 
the Nets, it was their 13tth loss in the last 14 games and 12tth 
consecutive defeat on the road. The Bulls broke open a 57-57 tie 
with a 23-6 run, with Scottie Prppen scoring 10 of his 12 
third-period points during the spurt. Pippen finis hed with 23 
points. The Nets, who were led by Chris Morris with 18 points and 
11 rebounds, narrowed the 17-point deficit to 92-85 in the final 
quarter, but the Bulls scored 10 of the next. 12 points as Brad 
Sellers bit two jumpers and John Paxson added a jumper and a 
steal. 

Exhibition match a letdown 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (AP) — With Thomas Muster 
knocked out of Sunday’s finals ' by a knee injury suffered in a car 
accident,' the crowd at the International Players championships 
settled for watching an exhibition match. Partly because the 
tournament refused to offer a ticket refund, the 12,263-seat 
stadium was almost fell. But the excitement that permeates a 
championship event was absent. “This is a devastating experi- 
ence,” tournament chairman Butch Buchholz said. “The Press 
room is virtually empty, and all oar foreign television coverage 
has been cancelled.” The exhibition match between Lendl and 
Jakob Hlasek was hastily arranged Saturday after Muster’s left leg 
went into a cast stretching from his toes to his thigh- 

Confident Thai champion predicts victory 

YOKOHAMA, Japan (AP) — Champion Khaosai Galaxy of 
Thailand said Monday he will retain his World Boxing Associa- 
tion junior bantamweight title and told Japanese challenger Kenji 
Matsumura to “come to fight" The two will meet Saturday in a 
12-round title match at the Yokohama Bunka gymnasium. It will 
the champion’s 10th defence of the title he won from Eusebio 
Espinal of the Dominican Republic in November 1984 with a 
sixth-round knockout. Asked in which round he will knock down 
Matsumura, the champion replied, “1 don’t know, but I will show 
you a nice fight. Everything is up to chance and timing.’’ 
“Matsumura must be the good fighter because no other Japanese 
wanted to meet me," said the confident champ, who has 35 
victories, 32 by knock out, and only one loss. 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 

focus today is on freedom, pleasure, 
end creative talents. Be indepen- 
dent, and open to new ideas. The 
suggestions of others may be useful 
in solving relational problems. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) When 
self-doubt and imposed restrictions 
ere lifted, you will fed like yourself 
again. Your feelings at indecision 
will pees. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) A 
recent contact can play an impor- 
tant role in inqaxiving finances. You 
decide “yes'' on a new project you 
have been contemplating. 

GEMIN I (May 21 to June 21) 
Social prestige is gaining. Others 
» your colorful stories and 
. Encourage a reunion with an 
old paL 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JoL 21) Thera is a desire to change 
or makeover your e nvi ro nm ent. 
Family members may oppose your 


LEO (JaL 22 to Aug. 21} Your 
prestige end power era growing 
daily. Balance your success bv shar- 
ing with those who have neaped 
you. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Vigorous work ethics pay on. What 
has been earned can be enjoyed. 


The skeptics wander how you. got 
eo much done in such a short time. 

LIBRA ESept- 23 to Oct. 22) 
Minor domestic scrape can 
mushroom unless you address the 
matter. Make a decision end stick 


to it. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) In- 
nocent flirting will intensify if you 
want it to. It is your choi c e to pro- 
ceed or back off. Beta may be ring- 
ing for some unattached Scorpios. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Further research, at a personal 
project that fending.' may pro- 

duce a conclus i on. Intuition is 
strong. Stay ftarible- 

GAPRICOHN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Promote yourself along with good 
ideas at the career post. Skip the 
suggestion box. ana go directly to 
a VIP. You are on the right track. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Fab. 19) 
You can get what you want, in less 
time, if you will be more flexible, 
listening to others does not dis- 
credit your own plana. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You 
tend to be too trusting of others. 
Read the fine print, be sore that you 
understand, and don't take loyalty 
so much for granted. 


THE Daily Crossword by Bernice Gordon 


ACROSS 
Wedge 
— Ababa 
Fr. dance 
Air 

Impelled 
Cold cuts 
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Nae May 

Jamaican 


IB 

IB 

20 

22 


24 

25 
28 

27 

28 
30 
33 
35 

37 


Eng. school 
Siam — 

Mads lace 
Antarctic 
penguin 
Settles a debt 
Home of 12D 
A system 
Screen Hunter 

FortlUcilJon 
By oneself 
Goes wrong 
XII 

Poflutlon 
38 Respond 

40 Fabulist of 

42 Saluki 

43 Fingerprint 

Rems 

48 FMbate taxes 

47 Co m poaar- 
ttaiger Rfehte 

41 Moon goddess 

48 Bright 

50 Miffcamen 

51 Swenson of 
"Benson” 

52 Nae May 
actress from 
Indiana 

57 Ripening 
factor 

58 Actor 
Christopher 

58 Genesis twin 

80 Debussy's 
“La — " 

<1 Widow's 



riBM TttWM Mew Swvlon, Inc. 
AH Rtgatt resawed 


4 Uka tome 
armor 

5 Was next to 
8 Parasite 

7 Completed 

8 Got a 
Secret” 

B Poem 
10 Nee 


i part 

May 


82 


p o rt io n 

tunns 


'ram NY 

11 Bitter drug 

12 Famous jinny 
15 Partieulsre 
17 One who 

sniggles 

21 Quant harbor 

22 On to 

23 Nee May 

act re s s from 32 Ova 
OMo 34 Pedant 


Yesterday’s Praia Solved: 
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nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnn nnnn 
nnn nncrara nnnnn 
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nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
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native 24 Des cart es and 38 Calender part 


DOWN 

1 Droop 

2 “Ben — “ 

3 A Qerehwfn 


Coty 
25 Gang follower 

28 Labyrinth* 

29 Handyman 

31 Nary * *«d 


38 Nee May 

Tenure 

41 Birds* crest* 
44 Imped* 

48 Persian king 


47 Forward rush 

48 Cotender 

49 ThaBend 

50 Once more 

53 Recant: pref- 

54 Mao — tong 

55 Com unit 
58 DRflCOity 


Baseball season opens with a limp 


NEW YORK (AP) — The mqjor league baseball season gets 
off to a start Monday when President George Bosh, a. 
former player at Yale University, will throw out the first 
pitch in Baltimore. 


It will be the beginning of six 
mouths of baseball, with 162 
games just waiting to take their 
twists and turns. Will the Dod- 
gers become the first world series 
winner to repeat since the New 
York Yankees in 1977-78? Can 
the New York Mets and Oakland 
dominate or could . St.. Louis and 
Texas surprise? 

The season is getting off to a 
start, but what a shaky start it is. 

Milwaukee, picked by many to 
win the American League East, 
begins the season with Paul Moti- 
tor, Ted Higuera, Juan Nieves 
and Dale Sveum on the disabled 
list. The New York Yankees are 
missing Dave Winfield through. 


the all-star break and could be 
without Don Mattingly on open- 
ing night. 

Orel Hershiser, who starts the 
season with a streak of 59 score- 
less innmes. will miss Monday’s 
opener in Cincinnati because of 
the flu. He wiO pitch Wednesday 
against Cincinnati. 

Other big names are going the 
other direction, trying to come 
back from injuries that could 
have ended their careers. 

Fernando Valenzuela and John 
Tudor, two keys to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers' pitching staff, 
are both trying to recover from 
arm problems. 

Bob Ojeda, who nearly se- 


vered a finger on his pitching 
band late last season, is back in 
the New York Mets’ rotation and 
will make his first start next 
weekend. 

Cincinnati manager Pete Rose 
and Wade Boggs of the Boston 
Red Sox will begin the season in 
famili ar surroundings. But they 
may not be there by October. 

Rose is being investigated by 
the league for “serious allega- 
tions,’' most likely linked to 
gambling. A decision is due in 
about a month. 

Boston, meanwhile, is still 
ttying to trade Boggs. Team man- 
agement is afraid his affair with 
Margci Adams will disrupt the 
dub and might rather see him 
somewhere else. Boggs could be 
headed to Seattle in a trade. 

Meanwhile, the San Diego 


Padres and the Toronto Blue Jays 
played the best pre-season ball. 

The Padres, who added Jack 
Clark, Bruce Hurst and Wait 
Terrell in the off-season, had the 
best record in the exhibition sea- - 
son. Hie Blue Jays, who have not - 
made a major trade since August - 
1987, were also impressive. 

Griffey won a job with Seattle 
by setting a team record for hits 
in spring training. Mark -' 
McGwire, a former American ■ - 
League rookie of the year, hit - 
eight home runs for Oakland last ' • 
month. 

Jim Abbott, the one-handed 
wonder, earned a spot in the 
California rotation. He is sche- -- 
duled to make his major league -7 
debut next weekend against * * 
Seattle. - I 


Read all about it: baseball dictionary 


WASHINGTON (AP) — “Yon 
could look it up," Casey 
Stengel, the cokmrfti] Amer- 
ican baseball player and mana- 
ger, once said. Now you really 
could. 

Baseball has its own dic- 
tionary. 

You could find out that the 
“W illiams Shift” is a strategic 
defensive move in baseball cre- 
ated in 1946 to counter the 
pull-hitting power of Ted Wil- 
liams. You amid learn how 
being in' the “Catbird Seat” 
came to mean being in a posi- 
tion of mastery, thanks to 
broadcaster Red Barber, who 
heard the term in a game of 
cards. 

Yon could find out about 


Babe Ruth's famous “Called 
Shot” — and whether it actual- 
ly occurred. Allegedly — even 
his obituaries told it as true — 
with two strikes against him 
and the score 4-4, Ruth pointed 
to the centrefidd flagpole in 
Wrigley field on OcL 1, 1932, 
in a Yankee-Chicago Cubs 
world series game, then sent 
the ball flying over the right 
centrefield _wah. 

The WiBiams Shift, the Cat- 
bird Seat ami the Called Shot 
are among 5,000 baseball terms 
defined and traced to their 
roots in “The Dickson Baseball 
Dictionary,” published just in 
time for Opening Day 1989. 

Paul Dickson, ILS. author of 
20 other books, spent 18 
months gnUwUng and defining 


“the motley vocabulary of 
baseball” by rooting in such 
places of authority as the base- 
ball Hah of Fame in Cbopeys- 
town, New York. 

The Dickson dictionary illus- 
trates bow much English owes 
to baseball. 

“To Boot” meant malting an 
error handling a ball; now it 
nwaw to mishandle anything. 
“Butterfingers” was first ap- 
plied to a player who drops the 
boU; now It is anyone who does. 
“Bosh” conies from “Bush 
League” the nickname for file 
lower levels of the minors, 
where ball is played where 
boshes still grow. In everyday 
parlance, “Bush” means 
amateurish. 

Some terms capture the 


hard-edged humor of baseball. 
A player who “can’t catch 
cold” is hopelessly Inept in 
defensive situations. A “Morn- 
ing Glory” is a hitter who 
shines early, then fades, just 
tike the flowers on the vine. 
“The Snodgrass Muff” is 
namwl for Fred Snodgrass, the 
New York Giant outfielder who 
dropped a batted ball in the 
tenth inning of the final game oT 
the 1912 World Series. The Bos- 
ton Red Sox went on to win the 
game and the series. 

Calls to mind what Casey 
Stengel, said after taking over 
the inept 1962 New York Mets; 
“Can’t anyone here play this 
game?” 

That’s in the dictionary, too. 
You could look it up. 


Table tennis: from ancient art to modern blitz 


DORTMUND, West Germany 
(R) — Thirty years after winning 
three world table tennis titles, 
Ichiro Ogimura of Japan has re- 
turned to Dortmund to help run 
the biggest ever championships 
and shape the future of his sport 

Ogimura, now President of the 
International Table Tennis Fed- 
eration, has witnessed a trans- 
formation in the game since the 
era when he won 12 world titles. 

In his day a rally could take 10 
minutes, Now, high performance 
materials and the vicious spin of 
the ball means the longest ex- 
change lasts only seconds. 

In Dortmund, Ogimura ' saw 
China break the Japanese domi- 
nance and usher in a new era with 
their first victory, the singles title 
he had hoped to win. 

The West German head of the 
organising committee, Hans 
Wilhelm Gaeb. also played in 
1959 and lost in the third round of 
the singles. 

“The best memory for me was 
being able to mix at last with 
people from the whole world as a 
young German and that Germany 
could again host a major world 
event after the war," he said. 

* “The game has become simpler, 
more spin-orientated," Ogimura 
said. In 1959 there was more 
speed and placement too. 

“The problem is that while 
television audienoes and distant 
spectators can follow speed and 
placement, the spin that wins 


points is almost invisible to 
them.” 

Hiirty years ago, a baD spun at 
2,500 revolutions a minute. Now 
new types of rubber on the bats 
push push that up to 8,000, mak- 
ing shots much more deceptive. 

Ogimura and Gaeb are both 
encouraging moves to slow down 
the game — possibly by raising 


the height of the net or standar- 
dising the rubber used on bats. 

“But people were wondering 
bow to slow the game down 30 
years ago too,” Ogimura said. 

Then, Ogimura had an 
approach to winning that owed 
more to 3,000 years of Oriental 
learning than modem technology 
— he studied the ancient science 


of reading character. 

“In table tennis you look into 
your opponent’s eyes for 60 mi- 
nutes ana try to understand him," 
be said. 

“It helped me to read the 
Europeans though their features 
were unfamiliar to an Asian," he ' 
said. 


China faces surprise foes 


DORTMUND (R) — World 
champions China were forced to 
do some late homework , on spr-. 
pris$ opponents the Soviet Union 
before the men’s team s emifinals 
at the world table tennis cham- 
pionships on Monday. 

China, who have taken the 
men’s title at the last four cham- 
pionships, expected to meet im- 
proving South Korea. 

But the Koreans, led by Olym- 
pic champion Yoo Nam-Kyu, 
were surprisingly beaten 5-3 by 
the Russians in Sunday’s quarter- 
finals. 

The result was one of the first 
major upsets of the event — the 
Soviet Union finished 11th at the 
last championships — and poshed 
the Chinese, led by world cham- 
pion Jiang Jialiang, on to far from 
familiar territory. 

Their women’s team, however, 
needed no special preparations 
before meeting South Korea in 


Monday’s women’s team final. 
The Chinese, looking for their 
seventh successive . crown, ..have 
. beaten the Koreans in four world 
' title finals since 1975. ' ' 

China have dominated table 
tennis since the late 1950s and 
boast a haul of 25 out of the 28 
gold medals on offer at the last 
four world championships. But, 
desperate for a crop of fresh 
talent, they know their position is 
now under threat. 

Jiang, twice world singles 
champion and expected to retire 
after Dortmund, sees European 
champions Sweden, who meet 
North Korea in the other semifin- 
al, as their strongest challenger. 

“The Swedes have the best 
chances because they are well- 
balanced and we are playing in 
Western Europe,” he said. 

Swedish coach Glenn Osth was 
in confident mood after his team 
beat West Germany in Sunday’s 


quarter-finals. 

“We will beat North Korea. 
We know their type of play and . 
our players are in a very good 
form," he said. 

Andrei and Dmitri Mazunov 
will be the names the Chinese 
coaches will need to find quickly 
in their form book. The twin, 
brothers, who turned 22 Friday, 
were the heroes in the Soviet 
victory. 

Andrei, the stronger of the two 
and silver medallist at the Euro- 
pean championships last year, 
won all three of his ties including 
a three-game victory over Yoo. 

Dmitri lost two but it was his 
21-7 22-20 defeat of Kim Taek- 
Soo in the eighth match which 
clinched victory. 

Soviet coach Nikolai Novikov 
knows the twins must reproduce 
the form if they are going to 
stretch the Chinese. "Andrei 
Mazunov is our mainstay. It all 
depends on him," he said. 


Peanuts 


i'm sorry about the 
BEAN BALL, YE5TERPAY, CHUCK. 
IT WAS AN ACCIDENT... DO 
YOU 5TILL LOVE ME, CHUCK 7 




MT'5 HARD TO LOVE 
SOMEONE WHO HITS YOU 
ON THE HEAD WITH 




Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 




WELL, I CAME 
HOWE LATE 
TOSrVEV DU 

r TH4T MAKES 
US EVEN 



IT'S HER AG& VKNCw) | 
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World News 


Namibia fighting 


rages; SWAPO 


offers peace 


WINDHOEK (R) — Fighting raged along a 300- 
kilometre front in northern Namibia Monday 
scarcely 48 hours after a U.N.-monitored peace 
process came into effect. 


But South West Africa Peo- 
ple's Organisation (SWAPO) 
leaders, whose guerrillas clashed 
with South African-led forces 
within hours of the U.N.’s man- 
date coming into force Saturday, 
said the fighting could be stopped 
if the South Africans agreed. 

"We are ready to send our 
commanders to the area and 
order a halt to the fighting pro- 
vided the South Africans do the 
same." SWAPO Information 
Secretary Hidipo Hamutenya 
told Reuters in the Angolan 
capital Luanda. 

"We could stop it in a couple of 
hours if we could fly our com- 
manders into the area." he 
added. - 

At least 150 people are re- 
ported to have been killed in 
some of the bloodiest fighting in 
the 23-year war SWAPO has 
waged against South Africa’s 
illegal occupation of the desert 
territory. 

Witnesses returning from the 
front said villages were ablaze 
and bodies lay” strewn on the 
ground. Helicopter gunships 
were being mobilised to contain 
the rebels who had ground-to-air 
missiles, they reported. 

The Territorial Police Force 
alleged that the clashes began 
when more than 1.000 SWAPO 
guerrillas entered Namibia from 
A nun la with weapons in breach 


of the ceasefire which is a key 
element in the U.N. plan to bring 
Namibia to independence. 

But SWAPO leaders Sam Nu- 
joma said his men had been 
provoked into fighting. "The 
fighting started in Namibia." he 
said, but added: "It is possible 
our men asked for reinforce- 
ments.” 

He said the rebels were just 
waiting for LLN. troops to con- 
fine them to bases when the 
fighting broke out. 

Both the rebels and the South 
African-led forces were to be 
confined to base under the 
accords bringing into effect U.N. 
Resolution 435. the framework 
for Namibian independence pas- 
sed in 1978. 

“SWAPO is dismayed and 
shocked. The very forces against 
which we asked UNTAG (United 
Nations Transition Assistance 
Group) to protect our people 
have once again killed... we ex- 
pect an explanation from the 
secretary-general “Nujoma told 
African and European parlia- 
mentarians in Harare. 

Nujoma said U.N. special rep- 
resentative Martti Ahtisaari was 
partly responsible. "The blame 
here ought to fall squarely on the 
U.N. special representative who 
has not ensured an adequate pre- 
sence of UNTAG’s military com- 
ponent,” he said. 
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Arrested dock workers kneeling amid riot policemen last week at the 
Hyundai Heavy Industries .shipyard. 


Shipyard strikers 
battle Korea police 


M.OUL (APj — lighting broke 
nut again Ntnndnx between mili- 
tant workers and police near 
South Korea's largest shipyard. 

Ahout 1 .201) radical students 
•md workers armed with ti re- 
born hs. steel pipes and rocks 
Imight riot police in streets and 
housing areas near the Hyundai 
Heavy Industries shipyard in 
L km. 25N kilometres southeast 
ol Seoul for the fourth consecu- 
tive dav. 

Hvundai officials said .K.5IXJ 
riot police were deployed in and 
around the sprawling shipyard (o 
safeguard operations and protect 
non-striking workers, many of 
whom have been attacked bv 
members of the militant union. 

About 75 pvr cent of the ship- 
yard's I ’>.500 employees reported 
for work Monday. Hyundai offi- 
cials said, hut some left early and 
others staged work slowdowns to 

show sympathy with strikers. 

A company official, requesting 
.tnonymiry and speaking by tele- 
phone to the AP. said the "situa- 
tion remains tense." 

The vice-minister of the 
l abour Ministry. Lee Ynng-Jun. 

and the director-general of the 

national police. Cho Chung-Suk. 
flew from Seoul to Ulsan by 
helicopter Monday to discuss the 
labour violence, which has 
threatened to spread. 

The Hyundai group, one of the 
country's largest conglomerates, 
operates nine subsidiaries em- 
ploying llHljltit) persons in Iflsan. 
including the carmaker Hyundai 
Motor Company which has 
28, (HH) workers. Ulsan has 
7<X),lXXJ residents. 

Radical students and militant 
union members are protesting a 
raid by which 14,000 riot policy 
last Thursday to end a sporadic, 
violent three-month-old strike at 


the shipyard. 

The police action sparked de- 
monstrations on college cam- 
puses in seven cities and against 
Hyundai offices and car deal- 
erships. 

Protesters claimed President 
Roh Tae-Woo and big business 
interests such as Hyundai were 
threatening democracy and sup- 
pressing workers' rights by 
squashing a free labour move- 
ment. 


"The intervention of police 
appears to have failed to settle 
the dispute at the Ulsan ship- 
yard." said the Korean Language 
"t'hosun llbo newspaper. "Work- 
ers from other (Hyundai) sub- 
sidiaries joined protests." 

Several hundred protesters and 
police have been injured in four 
days of fighting. Hit and run 
battles hetween firebomb throw- 
ing protesters and police firing 
tear gas have raged on city streets 
and near apartment residential 
areas, news reports said. 

On Sunday, protesters burned 
two police buses and attacked 
several city buses, breaking win- 
dows and threatening people who 
refused to sympathise with the 
strike, news reports said. 


Labour union leaders deman- 
ded the withdrawal of riot police 
from the shipyard and nearby 
areas and the release of militant 
workers still under arrest. Police 
arrested 697 workers last Thurs- 
day and most were released, but 
formal charges were filed against 
ill union leaders. 


Militant Hyundai workers 
broke away from a company — 
sanctioned union Dec. 12 and set 
up a separate union, demanding 
pay hikes and better working 
conditions. 


day he was asking the president 
of the Security Council to hold 


Li Peng 

cautions 

about 


democracy 


PEKING (AP) — Premier Li 
Peng said Monday that China 
must move with caution in car- 
rying out democratic reform, 
saying excessive democracy could 
affect the nation's unity and sta- 
bility. 

Li, speaking at a two-hour 
news conference, also said he 
assumed responsibility for errors 
that have led to China's current 
economic havoc, but stressed 
errors should not overshadow the 
progress China has made in its 
past decade of reform. 

Li said his government advo- 
cates democratic reform and be- 
lieves it can contribute to econo- 
mic development. 

"On the other hand, if the 
democratic process is not well 
attended to. say if work in this 
regard is carried out in haste or 
an excessive extent, then it will 
certainly affect the situation of 
unity and stability and if the 
stable situation is undermined 
then it won't make our work of 
construction of reform smooth.” 
he said. 

He said the situation in China 
is different from that of the Soviet 
Union, which has been far bolder 
in initiating multi-candidate elec- 
tions and other political reforms. 

"China cannot mechanically 
copy the measures or policies 
adopted by the Soviet Union," Li 
said. 

Li said social stability must be 
given priority in questions of hu- 
man rights. 

Asked whether the govern- 
ment was alienating China's intel- 
lectuals by ignoring a recent 
series of petitions concerning 
China's human rights record. Li 
said the human rights are already 
protected by the constitution. 

He added that "any activities 
that go beyond the limit pre- 
scribed by the constitution or law 
will be limited. In the present 
circumstances we especially need 
a stable situation and I think such 
a stable situation is in the interest 
of the Chinese people." 

The premier, generally re- 
garded as less enthused about 
reform than Communist Party 
leader Zhao Ziyang. made a 
point of supporting measures that 
have revolutionised China's eco- 
nomic life in the past decade. 

On other matters. Li said "con- 
ditions are not ripe” for lifting 
martial law in the Tibetan capital 
of Lhasa, imposed March 7 after 
three days of pro-independence 
rioting. 

He said normalisation of rela- 
tions with the Soviet Union will 
be the most important outcome 
of Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's May visit to Peking for 
the first Sino-Soviel summit in 30 
years. 

China and the Soviet Union, 
long split over ideological and 
strategic differences, "have 
travelled a very long abnormal 
course.” Li said, adding this was 
not in the interests of two people 
who share a 7,000-kilometre 
border. 
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Unless UNTAG was streng- 
thened, "the massacre of our 
people by the South African army 
will continue with impunity," he 
said. 

The U.N. force was cut from 
7,500 men to 4,650 because of its 
cost and Zimbabwean Foreign 
Minister Nathan Shamuyarira 
told the parliamentarians "(UN- 
TAG commander) Prem Chand 
does not have enough troops to 
maintain peace or even monitor 
what is happening.” 

The U.N. office in Windhoek 
said the Security Council might 
go into emergency session later 
Monday to discuss the crisis and 
the fate of the peacekeeping 
force. 

"The secretary-general will re- 
port to the Security Council, 
which could go into urgent con- 
sultations later today.” a spokes- 
man said. 

Meanwhile Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar said Mon- 
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Ail army truck and mobile anti-aircraft goo vehicle patrol the streets of Pristina, the Kosovo capital, after days of rioting. 


Kosovo purges ‘rebellious’ Albanians 


consultations among the mem- 
bers about the fighting. 

He told a reporter in New York 
that he expected the 15 repre- 
sentatives would hold talks dur- 
ing the day but did not know if 
this would lead to a formal, open 
meeting of the council. 

Soviet Ambassador Aleksandr 
Belonogov is the president of the 
council this month. 

On a brief visit to Windhoek 
after a bloody clash in northern 
Namibia British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher said Saturday 
she expected the council to con- 
sider a report on the incident. 


BELGRADE (R) — Authorities 
in the Yugoslav province of 
Kosovo have ordered one of the 
biggest purges in the country 
since World War II following 
riots by ethnic Albanians in whicb 
at least 24 people died. 

Tfae purge will not only hit 
ethnic Albanian politicians and 
officials but also intellectuals 
throughout the province, officials 
said Monday. 

“What is happening in Kosovo 
is like President Tito’s grand 
purges of Stalinists, liberals and 
nationalists.” a Yugoslav political 
analyst said. 

Tito, who died in 1980, waged 
several major purges during his 
35 years of power in Yugoslavia. 

Kosovo’s Communist Party 
announced the purge Saturday, 
expelling former Kosovo party 
leader Azem Vlasi, who was 
arrested a month ago accused of 


counter-revolution for inciting 
unrest. 

It also dropped three members 
from the Kosovo Politburo — 
Kacusa Jasari. Djumret Selmani 
and Vojislav Zajic. 

Prominent Kosovo politicians 
Ekrem Arifi, who was arrested 
with Vlasi, and Ejup Gashi, were 
thrown out of the party. 

Ethnic Albanians rioted for six 
days from March 23 in Yugosla- 
via's worst ethnic violence for 
more than 40 years. At least 24 
people died in battles between 
police and protesters who were 
angry over curbs on local self- 
rule. 

About 400 agitators were re- 
ported to have been arrested. 

Officials said hundreds of 
ethnic Albanians would be re- 
moved from jobs as politicians, 
officials, lecturers and teachers 
within the next four weeks for 


encouraging nationalism. 

Kosovo is a province of Serbia, 
which introduced constitutional 
changes last week to take more 
control of the region. 

Serbia, the largest of Yugosla- 
via's six republics, has accused 
ethnic Albanians of terrorising 
Kosovo's 200,000 Serbian 
minority. 

The Kosovo crisis and Serbia's 
growing power have fuelled se- 
rious divisions among the six re- 
publics. Communist Party leaders 
and the country’s top editors met 
Monday to find ways to end 
inter-regional squabbling in the 
media. 

In Kosovo, 10 alleged separat- 
ists went on trial accused of set- 
ting up an illegal anti- Yugoslav 
group that aimed to create a 
breakaway republic in Kosovo. 

At least two bomb attacks have 
been reported in the past few 


days, boosting the view among 
defence experts that some Alba- 
nian nationalists in Kosovo may 
turn to guerrilla actions to resist 
Serbia. 


Western analysts considered 
Vlasi a leader of a moderate wing 
in the Kosovo Party that prefer- 
red a softer approach towards 
nationalists than Serbia. 

Vlasi was expelled for “politic- 
al obstruction and destructive 
attitudes" which aggravated 
Albanian unrest. Tanjug news 
agency said. 


Bat party sources said he can 
appeal against expulsion and that 
it would not prejudice his trial. 

Many of the deposed Alba- 
nians are expected to be replaced 
by Serbs and ethnic Turks. Serbs 
have already replaced some fac- 
tory and mine directors involved 
in strikes last month. 
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blamed "a few men blinded by 
ambition” for the attempt to 
overthrow him. 

Avril. who came to power in a 
coup last September, appealed to 


foreign governments for "under- 
standing" and "moral support" 



PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
Haiti's military leader General 
Prosper Avril said Monday he 
survived a coup attempt at the 
weekend apparently sparked off 
by his U.S. -backed efforts to 
damp down on drug trafficking. 

In a television broadcast short- 
ly after midnight Monday, Avril 


and utged Haiti's six million peo- 
ple to work for democracy. 

Last week his government 
sacked four lieutenant colonels in 
what political sources said was a 
crackdown on drug trafficking 
and set up a new anti-drugs 
bureau. 

A U.S. official said the sack- 
ings were likely to have led to the 
coup attempt as "some military 
people thought it arbitrary. " 

Washington has said Haiti’s 
cooperation to combat the drug 
trade would encourage the Un- 
ited States to resume aid cut off in 


1987 after elections were cancel- 
led when at least 34 died in a 
polling-day massacre. 

Haiti is the poorest country in 
the Western hemisphere and 
urgently needs foreign economic 
support. 

Avril, looking tired but calm 
and surrounded by loyalist offic- 
ers in the presidential palace, did 
nto name the leaders of the upris- 
ing and did not say if there were 
any casualties. 

He said his government “was 
doing all within its means to 
establish a democratic movement 
and reach economic stability” but 
he has yet to set a date for 
elections. 

Haitians have had four military 
or military-backed governments 
since 1986, when former dictator 
Jean-Claude "baby doc" Duva- 


lier fled to France, ending almost 
three decades of brutal rule by his 
family. 

Some political sources said 
Avril was initially ousted from 
the presidential palace Sunday; 
but armed forces Commander-tn- 
Chief General Herard Abraham 
refused the presidency. 

One offidal said a crack milit- 
ary unit called the Leopards took 
hostages Sunday in protest over 
the reported arrest of their com- 
mander, Hinder Rebu. 

The official also said four 
senior military officers, including 
Rebu, were detained for alleged-' 
ly leading the coup. 

There were signs late Sunday 
that the Leopards' revolt had 
ended as government tanks with- 
drew from outside their barracks, 
eyewitnesses said. 


Australia heist causes sensation 


SYDNEY (AP) — A mysterious 
executive accused of stealing 40 
million dollar* ($33 million) in 
Australia's biggest corporate 
heist is believed hiding in the 
outback and may be a fugitive 
from West Germany, police said 
Monday. 

The case of John Friedrich, 
who disappeared two weeks ago 
leaving Australia’s largest non- 
governmental search and rescue 
service bankrupt, has caused a 
sensation as derails continue to 


his true name, whether he is 
Australian or even if his birth or 
marriage records are genuine. 


Police said they were now 
working with authorities in West 
Germany because of reports ten- 
tatively identifying Friedrich 
from published photographs as a 
Friedrich Hohenberger. who is 
alleged to have embezzled 
20U.1XJ0 dollars ($162,000 U.S.) 
from a West German construc- 
tion firm in 1974. 


emerge. 

Police Monday said they we- 
ren't even sure if Friedrich was 


Police Monday admitted they 
had few leads but said it appeared 
Friedrich spent years master- 


minding the collapse of his com- 
pany, the National Safety Coun- 
cil, and making off with millions 
in company funds. 

Friedrich became chief execu- 
tive of the National Safety Coun- 
cil in the state of Victoria in 1986. 
transforming it from a one-air- 
craft operation into a national 
fleet and the country's largest 
private rescue company. 

He disappeared March 21 after 
submitting his resignation. The 
next day his company went into 
receivership with debts of 
million dollars ($180 milli^ 


U.S.). 

Friedrich's tearful wife Shirley 
has pleaded on national television 
for her husband to “come home 
and clean up this mess.’’ 

Police said Friedrich now leads 
the country’s "most wanted” list 
and that his alleged pocketing of 
40 million dollars makes it the 
country's biggest corporate theft. 


He allegedly amassed loans 
worth millions of dollars and was 
able to dupe financial institutions 
by providing draft balance sheets 
that had not been certified by 
company accountants. 


Drums still beat in Spain’s Aragon 


By Francois Raitberger 
Reuter 


SAMPER DE CALANDA. 
Spain — The drums that once 
warned of raiding Moors are 
stuill beating in Spain's Aragon 
region. 

On March 24 this year, us on 
every Easter Good Friday 
since the middle ages, the in- 
habitants of nine villages in this 
arid, poor region of Spain don- 
ned black cassocks and head- 
dresses and walked the streets 
to the rhythmic heat of drams. 

Men and women, small chil- 
dren and elders, all take part in 
the ritual drum beating. Many 
go without sleep for 36 hours 
and some pound so hard their 
hands bleed. 

Despite rhe sinister appear- 
ance of the black-dad figures, 
the occasion is joyful and the 
drummers revel in serenading 
homes for drinks and cakes. 

"We just love drums here," 
says Miguel Abos, who has 
played them since he was a 
child in Samper de Calanda. 
Now a university professor, he 
is one of hundreds who return 
every year to the village, swell- 
ing its population to double the 
usual 1.400. 


Spanish film director Luis 
Bunuel drummed as a child in 
his nearby home village of 
Calanda. The memories stuck 
and drums are shown or heard 
in most of his films. 

Virtually eveiy Spanish vil- 
lage has an Easter fiesta, but 
the drumming tradition is uni- 
que to the nine villages in 
Aragon. 


Local historians say it 
started in the middle ages 
when drams warned villagers 
to hide their meagre belong- 
ings from an approaching party 
of Moons. 

Some say drums were used 
instead of bells, which were 
banned by the Catholic church 
on Good Friday. Others say 
drams were beaten to recall 
the thunderstorm which broke 
out when Jesus Christ died on 
the cross. 


with cognac or nut liquor every 
once in a while at a friendly 
door. 

Twice a day the groups melt 
into one huge procession to 
eswrt statues of Christ and the 
Virgin Mary to a hilltop shrine 
outside the village — a long 
column of black ants moving 
slowly up, accompanied by a 
simple, endlessly repeated 
beat. 


drum ready before dawn. 

But few make their own 
drums any longer. They buy 
them from a local factory at a 
cost of $130 to $260 each. 

The tradition weakened af- 
ter the 1936-39 civil war as 
there was no money for drums 
and no fabric for cassocks in 
the village, badly battered by 
advancing republican and 
nationalist forces. 


To the few trying to catch 
some sleep, the deafening beat 
docs indeed sound like a loom- 
ing. breaking and waning 
thunderstorm that continues re- 
lentlessly through the night. 

Friends gather in groups and 
invent elaborate rhythms 
together to compete with rival 
bands, refreshing themselves 


Each village prides itself on 
its numbers of drummers. 
Samper de Calanda has some 
600. Nearby Andorra has more 
than 2,000, and boasts tfae big- 
gest bras drum — 2.10 metre in 
diameter. 

When the procession breaks 
up. players pour disinfectant 
on their blistered bands and 
wine flows down throats par- 
ched by the white dust. 

Drummers then gather for 
segregated meals, women at 
one house, men cooking for 
themselves at another. 


Villagers say the local priest 
then tried to end Easter dram- 
ming, which he dismissed as a 
pagan tradition. The move cre- 
ated a backlash, and villagers 
started making drums agairr to 
save their festival. 

Half the people of the sleepy 
region have emigrated abroad 
or left for city jobs over the 
years. But Miguel Franco, who 
heads the festival organising 
committee, said virtually all of 
them returned with their fami- 
lies for Easter. 


And they talk about drums. 

Abos's group recalled the feat 
of a farmer wno burst his drum 
the night before the festival. 
Rather than miss the occasion, 
he killed a goat, dried the skin 
in the oven and had a new 


In Abos' group, a shepherd, 
a police commissioner, a taxi 
driver, a journalist, a barman, 
a chemist arid several farmers- 
all happily drummed together. 

“The cassocks make us all 
equal. And it’s the. drums that 
count,” Abos said. 




Cookie tower 
hits Paris 


NEW YORK (AP) — An edible 
Eiffel Tower is the highlight of a 
French exhibition that features 
the cookie as art. The exhibition, 
which opens April 5 at the French 
Institute, shows paintings, photo- 
graphs and cartoons commis- 
sioned since 1983 by the BSN 
group, a French food company. 
The coflection was built around 
Finnin Bonisset’s original 1897 
painting of “The Little School- 
boy." It ranges from a Marc 
Ribbud photo series of a cookie- 
clasping Marcel Marceau to Ita- 
lian artist Lanfranco Antonello's 
intricate collage, made of dried 
leaves, depicting "a pastry shop. 
The 2.13-metre wooden tower, 
studded with cookies stuck to 
colourful frosting, was done by 
Dorthee Selz of Paris, a creator 
of Edible Art. “It’s like 
architecture for me," Selz said. 
She confided, “I don’t eat 
cookies too much.” Bowls of 
cookies will be strategically 
placed around the exhibit until 
April 29, when art-lovers will be 
allowed to devour the tower. 
Until then, if any wayward nib- 
bling occurs, “I don't want to 
know about it,” said Selz. 


Run for China’s 
environment 


Haiti leader survives coup 
attempt ‘linked with drugs 9 


BEUING (AP) — Environmen- 
talists are sponsoring a 8, 368- 
kilometre run across China, start- 
ing May 1, to highlight its ecolo- 
gical problems. About a dozen 
people from China and Japan 
already have signed up for the 
run across the plateau of western 
China to its wooded northeast, 
said Wang Gaoling, an organiser 
of the "For tomorrow, run 
through China" group. Some 
have signed up to run the whole 
distance, while others will only 
run segments. Wang said his 
group is made up of volunteers 
but has backing from the ministry 
of forestry and China Central 
Television. He said the group 
also will start a drive to raise 
funds for the environmentally 
damaged areas of Peking. Xian in 
the west and Changchun in -the 
northeast. 


Kids ‘read-a-thorf 
to raise money 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Schoolchil- 
dren have joined dozens of best- 
selling authors and publishing ex- 
ecutives to start a nationwide 
literacy programme sponsored by 
the largest U.S. bookseller. 
"Team read." organised by Wal- 
denbooks. will ask children to 
read, write their own stories and 
raise money for teaching other 
youths to read. The bookseller 
will conduct, among other events, 
a "Read-a-thon,” with sponsors 
agreeing to pay a child for each 
book completed, and a writing 
contest, with 51,000 savings 
bonds awarded to the authors 


Bangles recovered 
from buffalo's belly 


CHANDIGARH (AP) — A far- 
mer whose buffalo swallowed his 
wife’s gold jewelTy 12 years ago 
patiently waited for the animal to 
die a narural death, then reco- 
vered the baubles from the 
beast's belly. When the unidenti- 
fied farmer bought the buffalo, 
his wife fed it a traditional mix- 
ture of sugary flour from a basin 
that she had forgotten also con- 
tained her jewelry, the Chandi- 
garh Tribune reported Wednes- 
day. The buffalo swallowed the 
woman's necklace, earrings and 
bangles worth about $2,000. the 
newspaper said. Even though 
friends suggested that the fanner 
kill the animal to recover the 
jewelry, he decided to wait until 
it died a natural death, the news- 
paper said. It finally died Sunday 
at the farm in Kaithal. HO 
kilometres south of Chandigarh, 
the paper said. 
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